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Major Winter Storm This Weekend
For Eastern North Carolina

Decision Support Briefing #9

 Impacts May Last Into
Majority of Next Week

Your Window To Complete 
Preparations Is Closing

The combination of SNOW, COLD, 
and WIND will lead to LIFE 

THREATENING conditions outside  

Travel will be treacherous and 
potentially life-threatening this 

weekend
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Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

● For perspective, the last 
time Eastern NC received 
12” or more of snow was 
December of 1989 or 
March of 1980. 

● This is expected to be a 
historic storm in our area.

● The combination of SNOW, 
COLD, and WIND will lead 
to LIFE THREATENING 
conditions outside.  

Potentially Largest Snowstorm since 1989

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Threat Levels/Timing - Max Values
Please Reference www.weather.gov/forecastpoints for specific information for your location

Snow

Wind

Coastal 
Flooding

Cold

Marine

Sat Night Sunday Sun NightSaturday Monday

1 3 4 4 4 2 1 0 0 0

1 2 3 4 4 3 1 0 0 0

1 2 3 4 4 3 2 2 1 1

2 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 3

2 3 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 2

Key Messages
● Timing and threat levels are based on the most likely or current 

track. These are subject to CHANGE.
● Continue to monitor future updates and do not anchor on one 

forecast!

Effects and Impacts Legend

    0 Little to No Impact     1 Minor Impact

    2 Moderate Impact     3 High Impact     4 Extreme Impact

http://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Forecast Snow Totals Through Sunday

● Snowfall rates may exceed 
1”- 2”+ an hour during the peak 
of the storm Saturday Night 
through Sunday morning. 
Whiteout conditions expected. 

● Blowing and drifting snow is 
likely, particularly in open 
areas and where there is 
exposure to north winds. Very 
poor visibility will result.

● Travel may be treacherous and 
potentially life-threatening.

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

Localized Banding May Produce Higher Amounts!

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Reasonable Worst Case
Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

● A band of heavy snow is 
likely to setup in Eastern NC

● This axis of heavier snow is 
likely to be adjusted and 
could be potentially be 
ANYWHERE over Eastern 
NC

● Blizzard conditions 
POSSIBLE over Outer 
Banks, Downeast, and open 
areas of the Albemarle- 
Pamlico Peninsula.

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Intense Snow Expected Saturday Night
Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

!
● Specifics MAY VARY.

● MEANT to give you an 
idea of how intense the 
snow may be Saturday 
Evening.

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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● Deep snow may strand anybody that travels.
● Potential for snow covered roads for the 

majority of next week.
● Exposure to cold is one of the biggest killers 

in winter storms. 

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

Potential To Be Stranded On Roads 

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Air Temperatures Through Tuesday
Check Out: www.weather.gov/forecastpoints for your hometown!!

http://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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What It Feels Like Through Tuesday
Check Out: www.weather.gov/forecastpoints for your hometown!!

http://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Forecast Wind Gusts

● Peak Wind Gusts:
○ Outer Banks: 55-70+ mph
○ Rest Of Eastern NC: 40-55 mph
○ Sat night - Sun Morning

● Impacts: 
○ Scattered power outages and 

tree damage on the Outer 
Banks

○ Blowing and drifting snow will 
make travel extremely 
dangerous

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

Peak Gusts Saturday Night Into Sunday Morning

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Coastal Flooding Expected

● Moderate to locally significant 
impacts expected

● Oceanside: Combination of high 
water levels, above normal tides, 
and wave run up, will lead to 2-4 ft 
of inundation around high tide 
(Sunday AM high tide the highest)

● Soundside: Greatest impacts 
expected across Hatteras Island 
early Sunday morning

● Travel impacts likely along 
vulnerable sections of NC-12, 
south of Oregon Inlet

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

2 to 4 feet

2 to 4 feet of 
inundation due to 
ocean overwash 
around high tide

Minor 
inundation 
possible

1 to 2 feet

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Coastal Flooding Expected

● Moderate to locally significant 
impacts are likely soundside 
along Ocracoke and Downeast 
Carteret

● 2-4 ft of inundation (above ground 
level) expected Saturday night into 
Sunday morning

● Minor flooding impacts expected 
adjacent to the lower Neuse 
River below New Bern 

● 1-2 ft of inundation (above ground 
level), due to strong NE winds

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

1-2 ft of 
inundation

Local 
ocean 

overwash

2-4 ft of 
inundation

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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IDSS Forecast Point Page
For Point-Specific Forecasts

IDSS Forecast Points
● To get point-specific, hourly forecast 

information, check out our IDSS Forecast 
Points page by visiting the link below or 
by scanning the QR code.

● This page allows you to customize your 
hourly plot order and fields to look for 
your specific thresholds.

● https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints

***Images to the 
right are an 
example and are 
not a current 
official forecast.***

https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Contact and Next Briefing Information

        Briefing Webpage
➔ weather.gov/media/mhx/LatestBriefing.pdf

        Next Briefing

➔ By 9 AM Saturday January 31st, 2026
➔ Method: Email

        Disclaimer
➔ Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive

   

!

       Contact Information

Web 
➔ weather.gov/mhx

Phone
➔ 252-223-5737

Email 
➔ wxobs.mhx@noaa.gov

Facebook
➔ www.facebook.com/NWSMoreheadCity

Twitter
➔ www.twitter.com/NWSMoreheadCity

For National Weather Service Newport / Morehead City

http://weather.gov/media/mhx/LatestBriefing.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/NWSMoreheadCity
http://www.twitter.com/NWSMoreheadCity

