River Bend Town Council
Regular Meeting Minutes
April 16, 2026
Town Hall
5:00 p.m.

Present Council Members: Mayor Mark Bledsoe
Buddy Sheffield
Lisa Benton
Brian Leonard
Kathy Noonan

Jeff Weaver
Town Manager: Delane Jackson
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert
Police Chief: Sean Joll
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles
Town Attorney: David Baxter
Members of the Public Present: 5

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Bledsoe called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, 2026, at the River
Bend Town Hall with a quorum present, followed by invocation and the pledge of allegiance.

RECOGNITION OF NEW RESIDENTS
None

VOTE — Approval of Agenda
Councilwoman Noonan motioned to accept the agenda as presented. The motion carried
unanimously.

ADDRESSES TO THE COUNCIL
None

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Barbara Maurer ~ 300 Shoreline Drive — she presented several years version of the town'’s
comprehensive plan going back 20 years. She said that the town does not currently have a
comprehensive plan and she suggested that the town develop one.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. Proposed Amendment to Chapter 15.02.047 of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance
Councilman Sheffield motioned to open the Public Hearing on the Proposed Amendment
to Chapter 15.02.047 of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance. The motion carried unanimously.

He then invited anyone who wished to comment on the Proposed Amendment to Chapter
15.02.047 of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to step to the podium to be heard.

With no one stepping forward, Councilman Sheffield moved to close the Public Hearing.
The motion carried unanimously.
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B. 2026 Comprehensive Land Use Plan
Councilman Sheffield motioned to open the Public Hearing on the 2026 Comprehensive
Land Use Plan. The motion carried unanimously.

He then invited anyone who wished to comment on the 2026 Comprehensive Land Use
Plan to step to the podium to be heard.

Barbara Maurer — 300 Shoreline Drive — commended Assistant Zoning Administrator,
Allision McCollum, on her work creating the document.

Councilman Sheffield moved to close the Public Hearing. The motion carried
unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilman Leonard moved to
approve the Consent Agenda as presented. The motion carried unanimously. Within this motion,
the following items were approved:
A. Approve:

Minutes of March 12, 2026, Work Council Meeting

Minutes of March 19, 2026, Special Council Meeting
Minutes of March 19, 2026, Regular Council Meeting

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
The Manager gave the following updates:
¢ The Stormwater AlA Project is complete.
¢ The town received the final deliverables for the Water and Sewer AlA Project today.
¢ Board of Adjustment meeting and public hearing is scheduled for April 21, 2026.
¢ Annual budget workshops will begin on April 28, 2026.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

FINANCE - Councilman Leonard

Financial Report — Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert, presented the financial statement for the
month of March to the Council. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as of
March 31, 2026, were $3,098,371 and Ad Valorem Tax Collections for FY25-26 were $1,122,947
and Vehicle Ad Valorem Tax Collections were $84,611.

COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION — Councilwoman Benton

Councilwoman Benton stated that CAC met on Wednesday, March 18 and the next meeting is
May 20. She stated that CAC is working on several activities for the upcoming year including,
working on the sidewalk garden, updating the festive award document along with a new logo. She
stated that the Arbor Day event was very successful.

ENVIRONMENTAL & WATERWAYS — Councilman Leonard

Councilman Leonard provided the following report from the April meeting.

Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. There was a quorum of members present.
There were no visitors. The minutes for the March 2", 2026, meeting were approved. Old
Business: Tee shirts for EWAB members delivered. Sinkhole at 717 Plantation. New Business:
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There are two vacancies on EWAB. No May 2026 meeting. Another cleanup is planned for August
22M 2026. Councilman Leonard gave a council update and answered members questions. Next
meeting June 1%, 2026, at 7PM in the municipal building in the small conference room.

PLANNING BOARD - Councilman Sheffield

Councilman Sheffield provided the following report from the April meeting.

The regular meeting of the Planning Board was held on April 2™ at 6:00 pm in the Community
Building. A quorum was present along with several citizens and Two representatives of Ellis
Development. Chairman Lippert asked for public Comment. A spokesman from Lakemere
addressed the board. He thanked the Ellis engineer for meeting with Lakemere residents and
addressing their concerns. Manager Jackson explained the recent changes to the Kirkland Creek
subdivision plat. After some discussion, the board voted to approve the plat and send the matter
to the Town Council for final approval. Under new business, the board took up the special use
permit application for a cell phone tower on Highway 17 near Guy C. Lee. The Board voted to
approve the permit without addendums and sent it to the Board of Adjustment. The Board of
Adjustment will hold a hearing on April 215t at 6:00pm to consider the permit application.
Interested parties are urged to attend.

VOTE - Proposed Amendment to Chapter 15.02.047 of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance
Councilman Sheffield motioned to approve the Amendment to Chapter 15.02.047 of the Town’s
Zoning Ordinance as presented. The motion carried unanimously. (see attached)

VOTE - 2026 Comprehensive Land Use Plan
Councilman Sheffield motioned to approve the 2026 Comprehensive Land Use Plan as
presented. The motion carried unanimously. (see attached)

PARKS & RECREATION - Councilman Weaver

Councilman Weaver gave the following report:

Parks and Recreation partnered with the River Bend Country Club and hosted an Easter Egg
Hunt and Festival that was very well attended and a great success. The feedback about the
obstacle course, magic show and balloon animals was overwhelmingly positive. The River Bend
Country Club was especially accommodating, and Parks and Recreation is currently working with
them to host more events there including June’s Movie Night. There was a great response to the
Jewelry Workshop that will be held this Saturday. There is currently a waitlist. Caregiver Classes
have been scheduled to begin in June. P&R will again celebrate Mental Health Month in May with
numerous activities planned. Make sure to follow P&R to stay abreast of all their planning and
check the Town calendar for dates.

RIVER BEND COMMUNITY ORGANIC GARDEN

Councilman Weaver gave the following report:

Gardeners worked 100 hours in March. Work hours are increasing as the days get warmer. The
annual Plant Sale is scheduled for Saturday, April 25, from 9 am to 1 pm with a rain date set for
week later. Indoor plants, vegetables, herbs, flowers, shrubs and trees will be available. Baked
goods and crafts will be on sale. The next meeting is scheduled for May 4th at 1:30 pm. Guests
are always welcome at the meetings and in the garden.

MAYORS REPORT

Mayor Bledsoe gave the following report.

Leading the way to Independence. On April 12, 1776, in the small town of Halifax, North Carolina
made history. Through the Halifax Resolves, it became the first American colony to officially call
for independence from Great Britain. At a time when many still hoped for reconciliation, North
Carolina chose courage. Meeting as the Fourth Provincial Congress of North Carolina, these
leaders authorized their delegates to the Second Continental Congress to vote for independence,
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form foreign alliances, and create a new government of their own. What makes the Resolves
especially important is their direct link to the Declaration of Independence. By making this bold
decision of authorizing North Carolina’s delegates to vote for independence, they helped shift the
Continental Congress from hesitation to action. Other colonies—especially Virginia—soon
followed with similar instructions, creating the unified push that made independence possible in
July. leading to the birth of a nation and the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Today,
we remember that moment every time we see the date April 12, 1776, on the Flag of North
Carolina—a lasting symbol of leadership, resolve, and the first call for freedom.

CLOSED SESSION

Councilwoman Benton motioned to go into Closed Session under NCSG §143-318.11(a)(3). The
Council entered Closed Session at 5:25 p.m.

OPEN SESSION

Councilwoman Benton motioned to return to Open Session at 5:36 p.m. The motion carried
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Councilman Weaver moved to adjourn. The motion carried

unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m. .
Jder ol

Kristie J. Nobles{VIMC =
Town Clerk
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
OF THE TOWN OF RIVER BEND

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of River Bend that the Town Code of
Ordinances, Title XV, Land Usage, Chapter 15.02, Zoning, be amended as follows:

§ 15.02.047 DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS

For convenience in the administration of this chapter, there is hereby established and made a part of
this chapter the following schedule for the several districts setting forth minimum limitations and
requirements. The requirements listed for each district as designated are subject to all provisions of this
chapter and, unless otherwise indicated, shall be deemed to be the minimum requirements in every
instance of their application.

Schedule of District Requirements
R-20 R-20A | R-15 PDR- | PDR- ID BD WP | AGR | PD-BD
MF SF
Minimum Lot | 55 00 | 20,000 | 15,000 | - | 6,500 | 20,000 | 20,000 - | - | 20,000
Area (SF)
District Size - - - > 10 - - - - 4
acres | acres acres
Density - - - * t - t - - £
Minimum '
Front Lot Line 90** 90** g85** | 50tt | 50tt - 100 - - 100
(FT)
Minimum Bldg.
Set Back (FT) 30 30 30 25 25 40 40 - - 40
Minimum Side Yard (FT)
Main Building 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 - - 10
Accessory
5 5 . . - - -
Building > > >
Swimming Pool 10 10 10 - - 10 - - - -
Tennis Court 15 15 15 - - 10 - - - -
Minimum Rear Yard (FT)
Main Building 15 15 15 15 15 10 20 - - 20
Accessory 10 10 10 | 10 | 10 - - S - -
Building
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PDR- | PDR-
R20 | R20A | R15 | " 0| "o ID BD | WP | AGR | PD-BD
Swimming Pool 10 10 10 - - 10 - - - -
Tennis Court 15 15 15 - - 10 - - - -
Accessory PLEASE REFERENCE CHART IN §15.02.061
Building
Maximum Lot
Coverageby | 4 | 24 | 24 | 24 | 30 | 24 | 24 | - | - | 2
Impervious
Surface (%)
Maximum Height (FT)
Main Building 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 - - 34
Accessory
Building The lesser of 18 FT or one (1) story
CAMA and FEMA setbacks, if applicable, take priority to Town designated setbacks.
*Density — PDR-MF — No more than 6.5 dwelling units per acre.
tDensity — PDR-SF — No more than 4 dwelling units per acre.
$Density — BD, PD-BD — Nor more than 4 business units per acre.
**Min. Front Lot Line — R-20, R-20A, R-15 — 40 FT on cul-de-sac.
+tMin. Front Lot Line —PDR-MF, PDR-SF — 25 FT on cul-de-sac.

Penalty, see §1.01.999

“This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its adoption.

Adopted this on the 16th day of April, 2026

Mark Bledsoe, Mayor
ATTEST:

~

Kristie ]. Nobles, Town Clerk




















































































