
 

 

Note- The proposed amendments are highlighted in yellow. If this amendment is approved, short-
term rentals will be permitted in districts marked with a “P” beside the “Tourist Home” line in the 
Schedule of District use Regulations.    
 

§ 15.02.020 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or 
requires a different meaning. 

 

ACCESSORY USE. A use customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use of land or building, and 
located on the same lot with the principal use. 

ADULT DAY CARE CENTERS. Adult day care centers shall comply with G.S. § 131D-6, which governs the 
inspection, licensing and certification of adult day care programs. 

ALLEY. Privately or publicly owned right-of-way, primarily for service access to the back or side of abutting 
property, and not intended for general traffic circulation. 

BUFFERING. Landscaping or other architectural measures to screen dissimilar uses from adjoining 
properties or private developments that abut the street right of way. Refer to §§ 15.02.220 et seq. 

BUILDING. Any structure enclosed and isolated by exterior walls constructed or used for residence, 
business, industry or other public or private purposes, or accessory thereto, and including mobile homes 
and unattached carports consisting of a roof and supporting members, and similar structures whether 
stationary or movable, built in accordance with the North Carolina State Building Code and manufactured 
homes built in accordance with the HUD Code. 

BUILDING, ACCESSORY. A subordinate building on the same lot as the principal building, consisting of walls 
or supporting members and a roof, the use of which is customarily incidental to the use of a principal 
building on the same lot. 

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL/MAIN. A building in which is conducted the principal or main use of the lot on which 
it is located. Principal and main are synonymous here and in all other usage throughout the code. 

BUILDING SETBACK LINE. A line parallel to the front property line in front of which no structure shall be 
erected. 

CHILD DAY CARE CENTERS AND NURSERIES. Child day care centers or nurseries shall comply with the G.S. § 
110, Article 7, which governs the licensing of day care facilities. 

COMMERCIAL USE. Any use permitted by this chapter in a commercial district. 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. A vehicle:  

(1) With lettering or signage indicating use for commercial purposes; or 
(2) In excess of ½ ton load capacity of a type customarily used for commercial purposes.  
CONDITIONAL ZONING. A legislative zoning map amendment with site-specific conditions incorporated 
into the zoning map amendment. 

COUNTY. Craven County, North Carolina. 

DIMENSIONAL NON-CONFORMITY. A non-conforming situation that occurs when the height, size, or 
minimum floor space of a structure or the relationship between an existing building or buildings and other 



 

buildings or lot lines does not conform to the regulations applicable to the district in which the property is 
located. 

DWELLING. A building or portion thereof designed, arranged or used for permanent living quarters for 1 or 
more families. The term DWELLING shall not be deemed to include a motel, hotel, tourist home or any 
structures designed for transient residence. 

DWELLING, MULTIPLE. A building, including an apartment house, or portion of 1 used or designed as a 
residence for 3 or more families living independently of each other and doing their own cooking therein. 

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY. A building used or designated as a residence for a single family. 

DWELLING, 2-FAMILY. A building or portion thereof used or designed as a residence for 2 families living 
independently of each other and doing their own cooking therein. 

ELEVATION. In relation to mean sea level, new construction shall have the minimum elevation no less than 
10.5 feet to the floor joist or no less than 11 feet to the lowest habitable floor, whichever is more 
restrictive. 

FAMILY. One or more persons occupying a single family dwelling unit, provided that, unless all members 
are related by blood or marriage, no family shall contain more than 5 persons. 

FRONT LOT LINE. The line of a lot contiguous with the street right-of-way. 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE. Any surface which because of its material or composition or compacted nature 
impedes or prevents natural infiltration of storm water into the soil. Impervious surfaces include, but are 
not limited to, roofs, roof extensions, patios, balconies, decks (except wood slotted decks), athletic courts, 
swimming pools (excluding the water are of swimming pool), streets, parking areas, driveways, sidewalks, 
and any concrete, stone, brick, asphalt, or compacted gravel surface. 

Added 03/18/10 

INCIDENTAL HOME OCCUPATION. Any use conducted entirely within a dwelling and carried on by the 
occupants thereof, which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling 
purposes. See § 15.02.067. 

INSTITUTIONAL USE. Any use permitted by this chapter in an institutional district. 

JUNKYARD. Any land or area used, in whole or in part, for commercial storage and/or sale of waste paper, 
rags or scrap metal, and including commercial storage of inoperative motor vehicles and boats, and 
dismantling of vehicles or machinery. 

LOT. 

(1) A portion of a subdivision, or any other parcel of land, intended as a unit for transfer of ownership, or 
occupied or intended for occupancy by a principal building, together with its accessory buildings, 
including the open space required under this chapter. 

(2) For the purpose of this chapter, LOT shall mean any number of contiguous lots of record for location of 
1 principal building and its accessory buildings. 

LOT, CORNER. 

(1) A lot which occupies the interior angle of the intersection of 2 street rights-of-way which make an angle 
of more than 45 degrees and less than 135 degrees with each other. 

(2) A CORNER LOT shall be deemed to have 2 front yards (1 contiguous with each street right-of-way), 1 
side yard and 1 rear yard; provided, however, that for a CORNER LOT of record prior to 12-19-1990, the 



 

minimum side yard requirements for the main building shall be applicable to the front yard which is 
opposite the side yard. 

(3) The owner shall be required to specify which is the side yard and which is the rear yard in his 
application for an initial zoning permit. 

LOT DEPTH. The depth of a lot is the distance measured in the mean direction of the side lines of the lot 
from the midpoint of the front lot line to the midpoint of the rear lot line. 

LOT OF RECORD. A lot which is part of a subdivision, a plat of which has been recorded in the office of the 
Register of Deeds of Craven County prior to the adoption or applicable amendment of this chapter, or a lot 
described by metes and bounds, the description of which has been recorded prior to the adoption or 
applicable amendment of this chapter. 

LOT WIDTH. The distance between the side lot lines as measured at the building line. 

LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT (LID). Low Impact Development (LID) is a design strategy with the goal of 
maintaining or replicating the pre-development hydrologic regime through the use of design techniques to 
create a functionally equivalent hydrologic site design. Hydrologic functions of storage, infiltration and 
ground water recharge, as well as the volume and frequency of discharges are maintained through the use 
of integrated and disturbed micro-scale stormwater retention and detention areas, reduction of impervious 
surfaces, and the lengthening of run-off flow paths and flow time. Other strategies include the 
preservation/protection of environmentally sensitive site features such as riparian buffers, wetlands, steep 
slopes, valuable (mature) trees, floodplains, woodlands, and highly permeable soils. 

Added 06/18/2009 

MAJOR RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT. A boat, boat trailer, or any form of mobile camping equipment. 

MANUFACTURED HOME. 

(1) As provided in G.S. § 143-145(7), or any successor statutory definition. 
(2) In the event that G.S. § 143-145(7) is repealed with no successor statutory definition, the term 

MANUFACTURED HOME shall mean a structure, transportable in 1 or more sections, which, in the 
traveling mode, is 8 feet or more in width or is 40 feet or more in length, or when erected on site, is 
320 or more square feet, and which is built on a permanent chassis and is designed to be used as a 
dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to required utilities, and includes 
plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems contained therein. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary hereinabove, for purposes of this chapter, the term 
MANUFACTURED HOME shall also include an on-frame modular home as defined herein, but shall not 
include an off-frame modular home as defined herein. 

MANUFACTURED HOME OVERLAY AREA. Lots 21 to 41 of Piner Estates, as shown on the Town of River 
Bend Map #8-205-1. 

NON-CONFORMING LOT. A lot existing at the effective date of this chapter that does not meet the 
minimum area and dimensional requirements of the zoned area in which the lot is located.  

NON-CONFORMING PROJECT. Any structure, development, or undertaking that is incomplete at the 
effective date of this chapter and would be inconsistent with any regulation applicable to the district in 
which it is located if completed as proposed or planned. 

NON-CONFORMING USE. A non-conforming situation that occurs when property is used for a purpose or in 
a manner made unlawful by the use regulations applicable to the zoned area in which the property is 
located. The term also refers to the activity that constitutes the use made of the property.  



 

OFF-FRAME MODULAR HOME. A structure that is designed to be used as a dwelling, is manufactured in 
accordance with the specifications of modular homes under the North Carolina State Residential Building 
Code, and bears a seal or label issued by the Department of Insurance pursuant to G.S. § 143-139.1, is 
composed of components substantially assembled in a manufacturing plant, and which is not transported 
to its site on an integral/permanent chassis. 

 

ON-FRAME MODULAR HOME. 

(1) A factory-built structure that is designed to be used as a dwelling, is manufactured in accordance with 
the specifications for modular homes under the North Carolina State Residential Building Code, and 
bears a seal or label issued by the Department of Insurance pursuant to G.S. § 143-139.1, and which is 
transported to its site on an integral/permanent chassis, or any other type of modular unit that does 
not expressly meet the definition of off-frame modular home as defined herein. 

(2) For purposes of this chapter, an on-frame modular home constitutes a manufactured home as well, and 
is regulated herein as a manufactured home.  

PERSONAL SERVICES. Occupations dealing with the body and/or physical appearance of a person that are 
regulated by the State of North Carolina by certification and/or registration. 

PRIVATE CLUBS AND LODGES. Fraternal, athletic, dining and civic organizations or societies which are not 
inimical to the public health, welfare, safety, order or convenience. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. Occupations requiring special knowledge and academic degree and are regulated 
by the State of North Carolina by certification and/or registration. 

QUASI-JUDICIAL DECISION. A decision involving the finding of facts regarding a specific application of 
development regulation and that requires the exercise of discretion when applying the standards of the 
regulation. Quasi-judicial decisions include but are not limited to decisions involving variances, special use 
permits, certificates of appropriateness, and appeals of administrative determinations. Decisions on the 
approval of subdivision plats and site plans are quasi-judicial in nature if the regulation authorizes a decision-
making board to approve or deny the application based not only upon whether the application complies with 
the specific requirements set forth in the regulation, but also on whether the application complies with one or 
more generally stated standards requiring a discretionary decision on the findings to be made by the decision 
making board. 

REGULATED TREE. Regulated trees shall be defined as any tree with a circumference of 12.5 inches or 
greater, measured at 54 inches above the ground.  

Added 01/17/2008, Amended 04/16/2009 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT. A permit issued to authorize development or land uses in a particular zoning district 
upon presentation of competent, material, and substantial evidence establishing compliance with one or 
more general standards requiring that judgment and discretion be exercised as well as compliance with 
specific standards. This definition includes permits previously referred to as “conditional use permits” or 
“special exceptions.” 

STREET. A road or highway which affords the principal means for vehicular traffic access to abutting 
property and which has been dedicated to public use. STREET, road and highway are synonymous. 

STREET LIGHTING. Night time street illumination intensity meeting NCDOT requirements. Placed on town 
right-of-way so as not to interfere with traffic or property access. 



 

STRUCTURE. Includes but not limited to a building, deck, swimming pool, bulkhead, dock, wall or fence, 
storage shed, tennis court, gazebo, and satellite antenna, but excluding specifically satellite antennas with 
dishes of 24 inches or less in diameter. 

TIMBER HARVESTING. Timber Harvesting shall be defined as the cutting and removal of a quantity of 
timber: (i) for delivery of merchantable timber to market, or (ii) pursuant to a practice that reduces tree 
density and competition to concentrate growth on fewer, high-quality trees (sometimes referred to as 
thinning); or (iii) otherwise resulting in the removal of more than twenty (20) regulated trees per acre. 

Added 09/17/2007, Amended 04/16/2009 

TOURIST HOME. A residential or commercial structure wherein rooms or the entire structure are 
rented to provide overnight accommodations or rental terms of less than thirty (30) days for transient 
guests. 

TOWN. The Town of River Bend. 

TOWN COUNCIL. The Town Council of the Town of River Bend. 

WATERWAYS. The system of canals, ponds ( including private bodies of water) rivers or other natural or 
manmade water features that stormwater drains to, through and from and that are expected to act as a 
reservoir, conduit or collection point for storm water or areas classified as wet lands. 

YARD. 

(1) The space on the same lot with the main building between the main building and the front lot line(s) 
(front yard), between the main building and the side lot line(s) (side yard), and between the main 
building and the rear lot line (rear yard). 



 
 

 
 
 

§ 15.02.124 DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS. 

For convenience in the administration of this chapter, there hereby is established and made a part of 
this chapter the following schedule of district use regulations. 

 

SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS 

KEY: 
P – Use permitted by right 
SU – Special use permitted upon approval by Board of Adjustment after recommendation of the 
Planning Board 
Blank/Unlisted – Prohibited use 

Use R20/ 
R20A R15 PDR- 

SF 
PDR- 
MF ID BD BD- 

PD AGR Parking 
Code* 

Accessory Building P P P P SU SU SU P 
 

Adult Day Care 
    

P P P 
 

G 

Bakery, Retail 
     

P P 
 

G 

Financial Services 
     

P P 
 

G 

Barber Shop/Beauty 
Shop 

     
P P 

 
G 

Boats and Trailer 
Sales 

     
SU SU 

 
G 

Cabinet, 
Woodworking or 
Upholstery Shops 

      
P 

 
P 

  
G 

Child Day Care 
     

SU 
   

Churches SU SU SU SU P SU SU 
 

E 



 
 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS 

KEY: 
P – Use permitted by right 
SU – Special use permitted upon approval by Board of Adjustment after recommendation of the 
Planning Board 
Blank/Unlisted – Prohibited use 

Use R20/ 
R20A R15 PDR- 

SF 
PDR- 
MF ID BD BD- 

PD AGR Parking 
Code* 

Clubs and Lounges, 
Private 

    
P SU SU 

 
F 

Clothing Store 
     

P P 
 

G 

Computer Sales and 
Service 

     
P P 

 
G 

Dairy Bar and Ice 
Cream Parlors 

     
P P 

 
G 

Drug Store 
     

P P 
 

F 

Dry Cleaners/Drop 
Off/Pick Up Only 

     
P P 

 
G 

Dwellings, Single- 
Family P P P P 

 
SU 

  
A 

Dwellings, 2-Family 
   

P 
 

SU 
  

A 

Dwellings, Multi- 
Family 

   
P 

 
SU 

  
A 

Fire Department 
Buildings SU SU SU SU SU SU SU 

 
F 

Fitness Center 
     

P P 
 

G 

Florists/Gift Shop 
     

P P 
 

G 

Furniture Store 
     

P P 
 

G 

Golf Course SU SU SU SU P SU SU 
 

F 

Grocery Store 
     

P P 
 

G 

Hardware Sales 
     

P P 
 

G 

Home Occupations P P P 
 

P 
   

G 

Tourist Home*** P P   P 
 

P P  D 

 



 
 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS 

KEY: 
P – Use permitted by right 
SU – Special use permitted upon approval by Board of Adjustment after recommendation of the 
Planning Board 
Blank/Unlisted – Prohibited use 

Use R20/ 
R20A R15 PDR- 

SF 
PDR- 
MF ID BD BD- 

PD AGR Parking 
Code* 

Jewelry and Watch 
Repair 

     
P P 

 
G 

Libraries SU SU SU SU 
 

P P 
 

G 

Marina 
     

P 
  

G 

Nursing Home and 
Rest Home 

    
P 

   
G 

Office for Business, 
Professional and 
Personal Services 

      
P 

 
P 

  
G 

Pet Shops (excluding 
Veterinary Services) 

     
P P 

 
G 

Pharmacy 
     

P P 
 

G 

Photo Shop/Supply 
     

P P 
 

G 

Police Station SU SU SU SU SU SU SU 
 

F 

Public Enterprise** SU SU SU SU 
 

SU SU 
 

F 

Public Utility SU SU SU SU SU SU SU 
 

F 

Restaurants 
    

P P P 
 

F 

Schools SU SU SU SU SU 
   

F 

Service Station 
     

SU SU 
 

J 

Shoe Sales and 
Repair 

     
P P 

 
G 

Sporting Goods 
Sales 

     
P P 

 
G 



 
 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS 

KEY: 
P – Use permitted by right 
SU – Special use permitted upon approval by Board of Adjustment after recommendation of the 
Planning Board 
Blank/Unlisted – Prohibited use 

Use R20/ 
R20A R15 PDR- 

SF 
PDR- 
MF ID BD BD- 

PD AGR Parking 
Code* 

Storage Rental 
Units/Areas 

     
P P 

 
G 

Travel Agency 
     

P P 
 

G 

Utility Tanks, 
Pumps, Electrical 
Substations & 
Related Services 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 
SU 

 

Wholesale and/or 
Retail Janitorial 
Sales & Services 

      
SU 

 
SU 

  
F 

Youth Center 
    

P P P 
 

G 

*Parking code described in §15.02.080 
** As defined by G.S. § 160A-311 
*** Non-conforming uses of tourist home at the time of its addition to this ordinance shall be 
amortized for a period of 12 months from [DATE to be inserted upon adoption]. After that date, the 
use must terminate if not permitted in the corresponding zone or a special use permit has not been 
obtained, as applicable. 

Penalty, see § 1.01.999 

Amended 11/18/10 
 

 


