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River Bend Town Council 
Work Session Minutes 

May 8, 2025 
Town Hall 
5:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor Mark Bledsoe 
Lisa Benton 
Brian Leonard  
Kathy Noonan 
Jeff Weaver 
Buddy Sheffield 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  

Members of the Public Present: 7 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Bledsoe called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at the River 
Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilwoman Noonan motioned to accept the agenda as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Councilwoman Benton arrived at 5:02 p.m. 

Discussion – Recommendation of Award for Wastewater Treatment Plant Enhancements, 
Phase 1 
The Town Manager introduced Greg Churchill and Kevin Cooper from Rivers and Associates, 
Inc. and said that their recommendation for the award of contract is in the agenda package.  He 
stated that the Town held a bid opening for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Enhancements and 
only received one bid. He stated that the bid was more than the current specific grant funding 
for this project, by about $5,000,000. He stated that there is another possible funding source for 
this project, which is the Direct Appropriation Funds that were earmarked for the Water 
Treatment Plant but could be used for sewer projects too. Councilman Weaver asked when the 
grant funding for the Wastewater Treatment Plant expire, and the Manager stated that the funds 
have to be spent by December 31, 2026. Councilwoman Benton asked if all the funds were not 
spent would they have to be returned, and the Manager said yes. He stated that he 
recommends fully funding the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project with a portion of the Direct 
Appropriation Funding. 

Discussion – Aare Creek Preliminary Plat 
The Town Manager stated that Ellis Development has submitted a preliminary plat for the Aare 
Creek Subdivision and excerpts from it are included in the agenda package for the Council and 
also posted on the town’s website. He stated that this is in the very early stages, and the 
preliminary plan has been submitted to the Planning Board.   
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Discussion– Budget Amendment for Leak & Limb Department  
The Town Manager stated that he will present a budget amendment at the next meeting that will 
cover several items including the Leaf and Limb pickups, the new employee salary for Public 
Works and the employee merit pay that the Council approved previously. 
 
REVIEW – Agenda for the May 15, 2025, Council Meeting 
The Council reviewed the agenda for the May 15, 2025, Council Meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The motion carried 
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 6:01 p.m. 
 
 
             

        Kristie J. Nobles, MMC, NCCMC 
       Town Clerk 
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River Bend Town Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 15, 2025 
Town Hall 
5:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor Mark Bledsoe 
Buddy Sheffield 
Lisa Benton 
Brian Leonard  
Kathy Noonan 
Jeff Weaver  

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert  
Police Lieutenant: Stephen Fell  
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney: David Baxter 

Members of the Public Present: 9 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Bledsoe called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 15, 2025, at the River 
Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilman Weaver motioned to accept the agenda as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Martin Degraw – 416 Tar Landing – expressed the need for a convenience center / trash / debris 
collection site closer to the Town of River Bend for residents. He stated that he has addressed 
the Council previously regarding this topic.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilwoman Noonan moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Within this motion, 
the following items were approved: 

A. Approve:
Minutes of April 10, 2025  Work Council Meeting
Minutes of April 17, 2025 Regular Council Meeting
Minutes of April 28, 2025 Budget Workshop Meeting
Minutes of May 1, 2025 Budget Workshop Meeting
Minutes of May 6, 2025 Budget Workshop Meeting
Minutes of May 8, 2025 Budget Workshop Meeting

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Manager gave the following updates: 

• The Town received results from recent water testing and the water quality has improved.

• The Town will be doing annual flushing near the end of May.

• The bids for Leaf & Limb collection are due June 6, 2025, by 2:00 pm.
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•  The FY25-26 Budget Public Hearing will be on June 12, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. during the 

Council work session. He stated that the Council would vote on the proposed budget on June 

19, 2025. 

Councilman Sheffield stated that the gates at Lakemere have been repaired, and water seems to 
be running over the gates.  
 
Lieutenant Fell stated that the Police Department has had an increase in traffic stops and town 
ordinance violations.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
FINANCE – Councilman Leonard 
Financial Report – Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert, presented the financial statement for the 
month of April to the Council. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as of April 
30, 2025, were $3,183,021 and Ad Valorem Tax Collections for FY24-25 were $978,527 and 
Vehicle Ad Valorem Tax Collections were $91,419. 
 
Councilman Leonard stated that there are only a couple of months left in this fiscal year, and the 
numbers reflect that the Town is not spending anything near to what is being taken in. He thanked 
the staff for managing the finances. 
 
The Town Manager asked the Council to look at the Wastewater Treated line in the Sewer Fund. 
He stated that the daily permitted limit is 330,000 gallons and the town’s daily average is 102,000 
gallons. He stated that the town is operating at 1/3 of the capacity permitted.  
 
The Town Manager stated that the presented Budget Amendment will cover several items 
including the Leaf and Limb pickups. He stated that there had been several storms that attributed 
to the amount of debris that was removed. He also stated that this budget amendment will also 
cover the new employee salary for Public Works and the employee merit pay that the Council 
approved previously.  
 
VOTE – Budget Amendment #24-B-04  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve Budget Amendment #24-B-04 as presented. The 
motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
 
Councilman Leonard called on the Town Manager to discuss the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Capital Project Fund Ordinance Amendment #4. The Town Manager stated that the Council 
cannot award the contract for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Enhancements if they do not 
approve the amendment. He stated the amendment would recognize $5,000,000 from a direct 
appropriation and combine it with $9,100,000 that the town has from grant funding. Councilwoman 
Benton stated that the Wastewater Treatment System is around fifty years old and if something 
were to break or malfunction the town could be fined up to $10,000 a day for violations. The Town 
Manager stated that the system is on average around 40 years old and he agreed with the fines, 
but he had seen fines as much as $25,000 a day. Councilwoman Benton asked if there are funds 
left over from the Wastewater Treatment Project, can those funds be allocated back to the Water 
Treatment Project and the Town Manager said yes. Councilman Sheffield stated that the original 
grant of 9 million dollars that the town was awarded for the Wastewater Treatment Plant has a 
time limit on it and if it is not spent the Town will lose those funds. Councilman Leonard agreed 
with Councilwomen Benton and Councilman Sheffield and stated that it would be financial 
malfeasance on the Council’s part to jeopardize the loss of those funds.  Councilwoman Benton 
and Noonan stated that they agreed. Councilman Weaver stated that even though the Council is 
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voting to approve Phase 1 of the Wastewater Treatment Project, the Council is still committed to 
completing both of these projects in their entirety. He stated that there are many “irons in the fire” 
at this time. He also encouraged anyone who has questions to contact the Council to get the facts, 
not social media.  
 
VOTE – Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Project Fund Ordinance Amendment #4  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Project Fund 
Ordinance Amendment #4 as presented. The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
 
VOTE – Award Contract for Wastewater Treatment Plant Enhancements, Phase 1  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the resolution of tentative award as presented. The 
motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL & WATERWAYS – Councilman Leonard 
Councilman Leonard provided the following report from the May meeting. 
Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. There was a quorum of members present. 
There were no visitors. The minutes for the April 7th, 2025, meeting were approved. Councilman 
Leonard gave a council update and answered members questions. Old Business:  Still working 
to provide fishing line recycling containers, EWAB will make and install the containers. Updated 
information on having waterways clean up including local Scouts. New Business: Councilman 
Leonard asked EWAB to conduct a sounding of the waterways. Discussion about purchasing tee 
shirts for EWAB members. Volunteer Hours: 9 The next meeting will be on Julu 7th, 2025, at 7 
PM in the small conference room in the municipal building.  The public is welcome to attend. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:33 PM 
 
PLANNING BOARD – Councilman Sheffield 
Councilman Sheffield provided the following report from the May meeting. 
The Planning Board met on May 1st at 6:00 pm in the Community building. Chairman Lippert 
called the meeting to order.  There was no public comment.  The usual reports were given. Board 
members were given a copies of the proposed Aare Creek development plans to study.  Manager 
Jackson gave a slide presentation summarizing the newly submitted plans.  The plans are for the 
construction of 132 new homes on lots averaging 18 thousand square feet.  Brian Ketchem, vice 
president of operations for Ellis Development was on hand to answer questions.  Robert Davis, 
who still owns the approximately 73 acres on Old Pollocksville Road was also present. Board 
members asked a few questions, which Mr. Ketchem answered.  Nobody in the audience had any 
comments.  The complete plans for the development are available to the public in the Town Hall 
board room. Under new business there was discussion of the town’s fence ordinance with 
particular focus on corner properties and what constitutes a front yard in those situations. The 
board was instructed to be ready to vote on the two items discussed at the meeting at the next 
meeting, which is set for June 5th.  As always, all citizens are invited to attend. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION – Councilman Weaver 
Councilman Weaver provided the following report from the April meeting. 
Councilman Weaver stated that Parks and Recreation Advisory Board met on May 7 at 6:30. He 
stated that there is Yoga in the Park schedule for Mat 17, 2025. He stated that they are looking 
for volunteers and has some vacancies.  
 
RIVER BEND COMMUNITY ORGANIC GARDEN 
Councilman Weaver gave the following report from the March meeting: 

Spring planting is complete. Garden workdays take place twice monthly. A daily work 
schedule is updated monthly. Gardeners labored 268 hours in March.  The spring plant 
sale was very successful. Garden tours were conducted and several visitors expressed 
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interest in volunteering. Unsold plants will be donated to the Master Gardeners who are 
holding their plant sale on May 17. The next meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2025 at 
1:30 pm in the Municipal building. Guests are always welcome at the meetings and in the 
garden. 
 
CAC – Councilwoman Benton 
Councilwoman Benton stated that CAC recommendation of the Median Project is on town’s 
website. CAC will meet on Wednesday, May 21 at 4:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building and the 
public is invited to attend.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor stated that there has been a lot going on in Town since the beginning of the year. He 
stated that the Lakemere gates repair has been completed, the BIRM Media has been replaced 
and after the ice storm Public Works made sure the town streets were cleared right away. He 
stated that the Public Works department has been very busy and he is very proud of that 
department.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn.  The motion carried 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m. 
 
 

 
       _______________________________ 
       Kristie J. Nobles, MMC 
       Town Clerk 
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River Bend Town Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes - REVISED 

February 16, 2023 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
James Castranova 
Brian Leonard  
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Jeff Weaver 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert  
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney: Dave Baxter 

Members of the Public Present: 43 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 16, 2023, at the 
River Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA 
Vote – Addition to Agenda – Councilman Sheffield motioned to add item 9C, change time of the 
Work Session Meetings to the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to accept the agenda as amended. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

ADDRESSES THE COUNCIL 
Donna Ross, 327 Plantation Drive, addressed the Council in support of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board recommendation of Don Fogle for appointment to the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilman Sheffield moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Within this 
motion the following items were approved: 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the January 12, 2023 Work Council Meeting
Minutes of the January 19, 2023 Regular Council Meeting
Minutes of the March 10, 2022 Work Council Meeting – Amended
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Manager stated that on January 25, 2023, there was a celebration for Mr. Bud Van Slyke Jr. 
for his dedication to the Town. During the celebration Councilman Sheffield read a poem that he 
had written for Mr. Van Slyke. At this time, Councilman Sheffield presented the poem to the 
audience.  

The Manager gave the following update on Town projects: 

• The annual audit report will be presented at the March work session.

• The Water Meter Replacement Project is nearly complete with 1,479 meters replaced out

of 1,500 meters.

• The plumbing has been installed at the site of the new Public Works Building and the

concrete will be poured soon.

• The Channel Run Drainage project is nearly complete.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATERWAYS ADVISORY BOARD– COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Councilman Leonard presented the following report. 
EWAB met at 7 PM on Monday, 6 February 2023 in the small conference room in the Municipal 
Building. Chairman Ackiss called the meeting to order, there was a quorum. There were two 
visitors. The minutes from the November 2022 meeting were approved. Councilman Leonard 
gave a council update. Old business: discussion about bulkhead inspections, EWAB has the GIS 
maps and will start the inspections soon. New business: No new business. There will not be a 
EWAB meeting in March 2023. Next meeting will be on April 3rd, 2023, at 7 PM in the small 
conference room in the Municipal Building. The meeting adjourned at 7:37 PM. 

PLANNING BOARD – COUNCILMAN SHEFFIELD 
Councilman Sheffield presented the following report. 
The regular meeting of the River Bend Planning Board was held on Feb 2nd at 6:00pm in the 
Municipal Building.  A quorum was present, as were several interested citizens. Chairman Lippert 
called the meeting to order.  He then invited guests to speak.  Two people spoke in opposition to 
conditional zoning, mostly citing potential legal vulnerabilities.  The usual reports were given and 
the last meeting’s minutes approved. Under old business the board took up changes to the 
conditional zoning ordinance as directed by the town council.  Portions of the text were examined. 
There was much discussion.  Changes were agreed upon.  The board voted to approve the 
amended ordinance and send it to the town council. Under new business, local developer, Jay 
Amman addressed the board with a potential development in the area between The Howell Center 
and Riverstone.  The approximately 20 acre plot is currently zoned for institutional use.  Mr. 
Amman would like to rezone the property PDR-MF to allow him to build approximately 45 duplex 
homes.  He passed around a rough design of the project.  He explained that older people are in 
need of places to downsize from their larger homes in River Bend.  He used his mother as an 
example. The board discussed the idea and asked questions.  Mr. Amman was sufficiently 
encouraged to return at a later date with a much more detailed plan.   The meeting was adjourned. 
The next regular meeting is set for March 2nd at 6:00pm.  The meeting is open to anyone 
interested. 

DISCUSSION – Draft Conditional Zoning Ordinance Review 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Planning Board has addressed their concerns regarding the 
draft conditional zoning ordinance and recommends the draft ordinance to the Council. 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Town Manager had sent the draft ordinance to the Council 
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for review and asked for any comments prior to this meeting. Councilman Castranova stated that 
he would like the Town Attorney to address the burden shifting if the Town will be engaging in 
“spot-zoning”. Councilman Leonard asked for the definition of “spot-zoning” and the Town 
Attorney stated that “spot-zoning” would be zoning smaller tracks of land different from the 
surrounding land with similar characteristics. Councilman Castranova asked the Town Attorney if 
he thought the Northwest Quadrant would be considered “spot-zoning” and the attorney stated 
he did not feel it would be considered that. Councilman Castranova stated he is concerned with 
the area in the draft ordinance that gives the Zoning Administrator the discretion to move the 
location of buildings to an approved site plan and he feels that section 8B can be eliminated. The 
Town Attorney stated he would address this in his review of the draft ordinance, once the Council 
directs him to review the ordinance. Councilman Leonard asked that the attorney also state what 
language is required by the state of North Carolina and what does the town have discretion to 
alter. He also stated if anyone has any proposed changes to provide those, as this is not the final 
ordinance.  He also stated that this Conditional Zoning Ordinance is not affiliated with any 
developer or any tract of land, that this is about the town’s ordinances that are outdated and the 
town does not have adequate control. Councilman Castranova stated that he disagrees and feels 
that this Conditional Zoning Ordinance is directly for Ellis Development. Councilman Weaver 
stated that he has inquired about how conditional zoning was presented to River Bend and it was 
explained to him that Ellis Development is a group that develops property all over the state and 
Ellis stated that the Town of River Bend does not have conditional zoning  and it’s a tool that other 
municipalities use that allow the municipality and the development group to negotiate items that 
are mutually beneficial.  He stated that Ellis Development is the one who mentioned it because 
the town is outdated on our ordinances as compared to other municipalities. He stated that this 
conditional zoning ordinance is a separate issue. Councilwoman Maurer stated that this ordinance 
would apply to any developer that intends to develop property in River Bend, not just Ellis 
Development. Councilman Weaver stated that a conditional zoning ordinance does not mean that 
anyone who applies for rezoning will be approved. Councilman Castranova stated that he has 
many concerns with the conditional zoning ordinance and one of the concerns is that Ellis 
Development wants conditional zoning and the Town is considering it. He asked about additional 
property in River Bend that may need to be developed and the Mayor stated that the Town of 
River Bend has never developed land previously and this is the very first venture since the Town 
was incorporated. Councilman Sheffield stated that he understands the differences of conditional 
zoning and no conditional zoning and there will still be a vote. He stated that his problem with Ellis 
Development is density and he feels their plans have not changed. Councilman Castranova stated 
that he does not want to go into budget season negotiating conditions with a developer he does 
not trust.  Councilman Sheffield stated that this conditional zoning ordinance is about the zoning. 
Councilman Castranova stated that if the they intend on keeping the property in the Northwest 
Quadrant zoned as it is currently, why does the Town need conditional zoning. Councilman 
Leonard stated that anything that comes before the Council will need a majority vote and at the 
time, there is nothing for Ellis Development presented to the Council. He stated that anyone can 
purchase the property and apply for rezoning and he does not think the town has the needed 
tools. The Mayor stated the Manager asked the Council to present their concerns in writing and 
no one responded.  

Vote – Draft Conditional Zoning Ordinance Review – Councilman Sheffield motioned to direct the 
Town Attorney to review the Conditional Zoning Ordinance recommendation and report any areas 
of concern to the Town Council.  The motion carried unanimously. 

DISCUSSION – Work Session Meeting Time 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Council had voted to change the time of the work session 
meetings on December 15, 2023, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. He stated that he feels 7:00 p.m. 
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would be a more convenient time for town employees and working residents to attend the 
meetings.  

Vote – Work Session Meeting Time – Councilman Sheffield motioned to change the time of the 
Work Session Meetings to 7:00 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC SAFETY –COUNCILMAN WEAVER 
Councilman Weaver presented the following reports on Community Watch. 

Community Watch 
Community Watch met on February 15, 2023 and the recent breaking and entering were 
discussed. It was also discussed that Community Watch and the Police Department want to start 
working closer together. The next meeting is scheduled for June 21, 2023. 

DISCUSSION – Request Parks and Recreation Facilities Assessment 
Councilman Weaver stated that he requests the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to 
complete an analysis on the park areas. He stated that he would like to see an upgrade to the 
current equipment and possible new areas for older children. Councilman Leonard asked if 
Councilman Weaver was recommending a particular area or expanding to new areas and 
Councilman Weaver stated that initially he was referring to the current parks, but Councilman 
Sheffield has suggested an additional area. Councilman Sheffield stated that he would like to 
have a riverfront park for the community to enjoy, but has not felt the timing is right with the current 
ongoing projects in town.  

Vote – Request Parks and Recreation Facilities Assessment – Councilman Weaver motioned to 
direct the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to assess the town’s current park facilities and 
provide a recommendation for Council’s consideration on improvements to and expansion of the 
town’s park facilities.  The motion carried unanimously. 

PARKS & RECREATION – COUNCILMAN CASTRANOVA 
Councilman Castranova presented the following reports. 

Red Caboose Library (RCL) 
Councilman Castranova stated that the Red Caboose Library met on February 9, 2023, and he 
was unable to attend. He stated there was an annual volunteer luncheon and they have finalized 
their annual report. He also stated that there was discussion about finding the library a permanent 
location. He stated there was discussions about the Craven-Pamlico Book Mobile visiting River 
Bend.   

River Bend Community Organic Garden (RBCOG) 
Councilman Castranova stated the garden met on February 6, 2023, and he was not able to 
attend. He stated that there are some vegetables ready to harvest and the garden is in need of 
some manure, straw and hay. The Green Team met on February 15, 2023, and the RBCOG has 
partnered with a school for composting program. 

Parks & Recreation 
Councilman Castranova stated that Parks and Recreations Advisory Board is scheduling the 
Easter Egg Hunt and the July 4 event.  He stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
has recommended the three applications that were submitted for appointment. He stated that he 
felt Donna Ross’s speech regarding the recommendation of Mr. Fogle was good. He stated that 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board understands the controversy regarding Mr. Fogle and 
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the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board wants to work with the Fogles. He stated that he 
believes that the board could really use Mr. Fogle’s experience.  
 
Vote – Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Appointment – Councilman Castranova moved to 
appoint Nancy Fogle to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board for a term beginning February 16, 
2023, and expiring June 30, 2023.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Vote – Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Appointment – Councilman Castranova moved to 
appoint Rebekah Royston to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board for a term beginning 
February 16, 2023, and expiring June 30, 2023.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
At this time, Councilman Castranova asked if there was anyone who signed up for public 
comments regarding Mr. Fogle. River Bend resident, Mary Holihan stated that she did. 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has approved Mr. 
Fogle’s application and that board would be the board working with him and he feels that should 
be taken into consideration. He also stated that the ordinance allows the Council to remove 
anyone from an advisory board if they should need to. Councilman Castranova stated that he has 
received many emails in support of Mr. Fogle and very few against Mr. Fogle’s appointment. He 
stated that he thought more citizens would be speaking in regards to Mr. Fogle.  
 
Vote – Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Appointment – Councilman Castranova moved to 
appoint Don Fogle to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board for a term beginning February 16, 
2023, and expiring June 30, 2023.  The motion failed (Castranova and Weaver voting aye and 
Leonard, Maurer and Sheffield voting nay). 
 
CAC – Councilwoman Maurer 
Councilwoman Maurer presented the following report. 
Community Appearance Commission (CAC)  
The CAC did not meet in February. The next award event, Yard of the Month, takes place in April. 
Craven County Cooperative Extension Director Dr. Tom Glasgow is scheduled to meet with CAC 
Chair Brenda Hall and Town Manager Jackson to discuss the condition of trees and plants along 
Plantation median. There currently are three vacancies on the Community Appearance 
Commission. This is an active group. Current projects and programs include the holiday and 
festive homes awards, the Plantation Drive update, which includes an evaluation of all the 
vegetation on the Plantation median, making Christmas light globes, and more. Members may 
get involved in one or all of the projects. If you are interested, attend the next meeting and find 
out more about joining the board or just volunteering for a project. The next meeting is scheduled 
for March 15 at 4 pm. 
 
FINANCE – Councilman Leonard 
Financial Report – Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert, presented to the Council the financial 
statement for the month of January. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as 
of January 31, 2023,  were $4,450,963 and Ad valorem tax collections for FY22-23 were $615,829 
and Vehicle Ad valorem tax collections were $48,919. 
 
DISCUSSION – Water Resources Policy Manual 
Councilman Leonard then called on the Town Manager. Town Manager Jackson stated that the 
town utilizes a third party system, Official Payments – ACI Online, for processing credit card 
payments for utility services. He stated that the provider charges a fee to the payer to use this 
service, and this fee has changed over the past few months. He stated that the current Water 
Resources Policy Manual states the fees and with those fees changing, the policy would need to 
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be amended every time the fees change. He presented a proposed amended policy with a general 
statement stating fees are charged to the payer. 
 
Vote – Water Resources Policy Manual  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the Amendment to section 5.C of the Water Resources 
Policy Manual as presented  The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor presented the following report. 

The article below was shared with the River Bend Community in December, 2020 when 
we began to come to grips with the COVID-19 pandemic. As we begin Town Operations in the 
year 2023 it is appropriate to look at how we have managed to adjust and move forward. 

As 2020 began it was easy to predict that the happenings during the New Year would 
closely track what had occurred in 2019. Then came COVID-19 and the term “normal” was largely 
abandoned. By March it was obvious to most that the normal for operations at all levels and in all 
organizations was no longer an option. The Town Staff, under Manager Jackson’s leadership, 
has adapted to the changing conditions and mandates and most services provided by the Town 
have continued without interruption. We have accepted the inconvenience that the new norm has 
eliminated large assemblies, required “social distancing” and recommended the wearing of face 
masks. Complying with these requirements resulted in the cancelling of the long running River 
Bend July Fourth celebration, the normal celebration of Halloween night for children and now the 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting. 

These inconvenient departures from the comfortable River Bend normal have been a 
change that the entire nation and most of the world has in, the same fashion, been forced to 
follow. We have all witnessed that some nations have been more successful in reducing deaths 
from the virus while others have failed to make the needed adjustments. Statistics demonstrate 
the folly of denying scientific practice. 

We shall continue to follow the appropriate guidance that is promulgated by health officials 
of the County and State. The residents will be kept informed of the current required safety 
practices. Our collective prayer should be that an effective vaccine is developed that will keep the 
population immune to the COVID-19 virus and lessen the suffering of thousands. 
We must not grow tired of the precautions that must be followed for our individual and community 
safety during these unusual times. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
2023 IN RIVER BEND 
We all have reason to express thanks to Town Manager Jackson, and the Town Staff that he 
leads, for the remarkable accomplishments that they have made during these “uncharted” times. 
The Congress has, in a refreshing nonpartisan way, passed legislation that appropriated 
significant funding for infrastructure construction. These funds were to be granted to municipalities 
by state agencies. Manager Jackson worked with the appropriate state agencies and secured 
grants to fund a number of projects. Those projects involve (1) $ 732,310 to replace all the water 
meters with new meters that will allow remote radio read. (2) $ 9,108,500 to upgrade the Town’s 
wastewater treatment plant. This project will upgrade the existing plant that is nearing the end of 
its useful life span. (3) $ 964,378 To replace the Town’s Public Works building. The present 
building is in the floodplain and received damage during Hurricane Florence. This grant supports 
the construction of a new Public Works Building on Plantation Drive in the area adjacent to the 
300,000 gallon water tank at a cost of $ 1,996,136. 
As the Manager worked through the details of obtaining these grants he also made state 
regulatory staff members comfortable that River Bend personnel were knowledgeable of the 
regulatory demands associated with our permitted water and wastewater systems. This positive 
contact will serve the Town well in the future. 
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The development of the effective COVID-19 vaccine has blessed River Bend and all of mankind. 
That vaccine has allowed the United States to relax most of the precautionary restrictions 
discussed in the 2021 report, which is reprinted above. Clearly the Manager and Staff have 
survived the emergency well and have continued to serve our population without compromising 
health and safety. It is safe to say that River Bend is in a stronger position than existed at the 
beginning of Covid-19. That strength came from the day-by-day efforts of the Manager and Staff 
to address the details as external demands dictated. 
Thanks to all who have read this assessment of events that have been accomplished in River 
Bend over the last two years of unprecedented change.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Linda Klopf, 103 Randomwood, stated that the Red Caboose Library has partnered with the 
Craven-Pamlico Book/Tech Mobile and it will be visiting River Bend in the near future. 
 
Patty Leonard, 106 Knotline, stated that there will be a Dementia Live event at the Municipal 
Building on March 17, 2023, and the event is sponsored by the ECCOG (Eastern Carolina Council 
of Government). 
 
Sandra Barta, 404 Gatewood, stated that she would like to recognize the Friends of Craven 
County Sheriff’s Office for donating a doghouse to the town for the dog pen that was previously 
donated by a family in River Bend for holding stray / lost animals. 
 
Nancy Fogle, 107 Anchor Way, thanked the Council for appointing her to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board but is disappointed with the votes regarding Don Fogle’s appointment 
and she resigned from her newly appointed position on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 
 
ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 

 
       _______________________________ 
       Kristie J. Nobles, CMC 
       Town Clerk 
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Water Resources Department Policy Manual 

14 

require a meter reader to read each individual meter. However, the technology is dependent upon 

the customer maintaining the area of the meter box serving the property in a manner that keeps it 

unobstructed by shrubs, grass, weeds, mulch, dirt, or other similar materials. Similarly, vehicles 

may not be parked over the water meter. If a “radio read” meter fails to transmit reading data, an 

operator will visit the location. If the failure to transmit is due to customer (or their agent) 

obstruction or due to damage caused by a customer (or agent), notice will be given to the customer, 

and a fee to recover repair costs shall be invoiced and applied to the customer’s account.  

C. Application of Payments  and Payment Options

Partial payment of balances due on a customer’s account shall be applied in the following order: 

1. Charges and fees – such as, but not limited to, late payment penalties, nonpayment fees,

and charges resulting from damage to Department equipment and/or property.

2. Sewer service charges (if applicable)

3. Water service charges

Payment Drop-Box:  A drop-box is located in the center island of the Town Hall parking lot for 

check and money order payments. Cash payments are receipted in Town Hall during regular 

business hours, Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Any payments placed in the drop-box 

after 4pm will be posted the next business day. 

Direct Bank Draft:  Customers can have their bill drafted directly from their bank account each 

billing cycle.  A completed Enrollment Form along with a voided check is required to sign up for 

this service. 

On-line or by Phone:  The Town accepts payments by credit cards, debit cards, and electronic 

checks through ACI Payments, Inc., a third party company.  Payments may be made through 

Official Payments by using their secure web site or interactive voice response phone system.  Their 

web-based service provides a record of payment, and the phone system a confirmation 

number. ACI Payments, Inc. will charge a separate convenience fee  for credit card payments 

and  E-Check payments.  Please note, ACI Payments, Inc. will charge a return fee for returned 

E-Check payments. These fees will show up as a separate charge on your credit card or bank

statement.  Visit their web site at www.officialpayments.com or call 1-800-272-9829 to use their

phone payment option with your credit card or “PIN-less” debit card.  To properly process your

payment, you will need to provide your River Bend nine digit account number and River Bend’s

unique “jurisdiction number” which is  3963.

D. Billing Adjustments

If the Department has overcharged or undercharged a customer for service, the Department will 

correct this error subject to the following procedures: 

1. If the Department has overcharged a customer for service, the Department will, at the

Department’s option, refund to the customer or credit the customer's account, without interest, the

excess amount, subject to the following limitations:

A. If the time period over which the mistake occurred can be determined, the Department

should credit or refund the excess amount charged the account for that entire interval,
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NORTH CAROLINA 

CRAVEN COUNTY 

 

 

AMENDED AND RESTATED LIBRARY SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 

 

 THIS AMENDED AND RESTATED LIBRARY SERVICES AGREEMENT, is made 

and entered into this   day of    , 2025 by and between TOWN OF RIVER 

BEND (“Town”); and the RED CABOOSE COMMUNITY LIBRARY, LLC (“Library”) 

(hereinafter collectively “Parties”). 

 

W I T N E S S E T H : 

 

 WHEREAS, on August 10, 2023, the Town and Library entered into an agreement for the 

Town to pay Library $5,000 for the provision of general library services, as authorized by N.C. 

Gen. Stat. 153A-263; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town now has space available in its former Public Works Building, 

located at 115 Wildwood Drive, River Bend, North Carolina, to house the Library’s operations in 

furtherance of the Town and Library’s agreement to render general library services; and 

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to now lease space within its former Public Works Building 

to the Library in lieu of providing the Library with a financial payment, and Library now wishes 

to accept said space for its provision of general library services pursuant to the Parties prior 

agreement in lieu of accepting the Town’s financial payment for the same. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that for valuable consideration, the sufficiency 

of which is expressly acknowledged by the Parties, the Parties agree to the following amended 

and restated terms of the August 10, 2023, Library Services Agreement: 
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ARTICLE 1  

Responsibilities of Library 

 During the term of this Agreement, and subject to the conditions and terms contained 

herein, the Library agrees: 

 1.1 To provide all of those general library services it is currently engaged in, to the 

citizens and residents of the Town, at no cost, charge or expense to individual citizens and residents 

of the Town. 

 1.2 It may solicit donations from its patrons, but shall at all times make clear that such 

donations are completely voluntary, and that they shall not inure to the benefit of the Town itself. 

 1.3 Indemnify and hold the Town harmless against all expenses, liabilities and claims of 

every kind, including reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred by the Town arising out of the Library’s 

negligence or intentional acts in performing under this Agreement, as well as the negligence or 

intentional acts of the Library’s employees, volunteers, agents, representatives and independent 

contractors. 

 1.4 Execute a lease agreement with the Town for using a portion of the Town’s former 

Public Works building, located at 115 Wildwood Drive, River Bend, North Carolina, for the provision 

of library services required under this Agreement.  A copy of such a lease agreement is attached hereto 

as Exhibit 1.    

 

ARTICLE 2 

Responsibilities of Town 

 During the term of this Agreement, and subject to the conditions and terms contained 

herein, the Town agrees: 

 2.1 To advertise the Library’s activities on the Town’s webpage, in a reasonable 

manner.  Such reasonable manner shall be determined in the sole discretion of the Town 

Manager or his/her designee.  

 2.2 To provide the Library with a portion of the Town’s former Public Works building, 

located at 115 Wildwood Drive, River Bend, North Carolina, for the provision of library services 

required under this Agreement.  A copy of such a lease agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.    

 

 

ARTICLE 3 

Term 

 The term of this Agreement shall terminate on the 30th day of June, 2028.  The term of this 

Agreement can be renewed for subsequent three-year terms upon consent of both Parties on the 

same terms provided in this Agreement.  During the term, or any subsequently renewed term, of 

this Agreement, either party, with or without cause, may cancel this Agreement upon sixty (60) 

days’ written notice to the other party.  If either party gives notice of cancellation, said notice will 

not be considered a breach of this Agreement, and said notice will relieve the other party from any 

future performance under this Agreement.    
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ARTICLE 4 

Independent Contractor 

 In the performance of services hereunder, the Library and its agents shall at all times act as 

an independent contractor, and not as an official Town department or as employees or agents of 

the Town.  The Library and its agents shall not have any claim under this Agreement or otherwise 

against the Town for vacation pay, sick leave, retirement benefits, social security, worker’s 

compensation, disability benefits, unemployment insurance benefits, or employee benefits of any 

other kind. 

 

ARTICLE 5 

 Miscellaneous 

 5.1  Entire Agreement; Modification:  This Agreement supersedes all prior agreements and 

constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties and may not be amended or modified except by 

a subsequent written agreement executed by both Parties. 

 5.2  Severability:  If any of the provisions of this Agreement shall be held by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or unenforceable, the decision of such court shall not 

affect or impair any of the remaining provisions of this Agreement, and the Parties shall, to the extent 

they deem to be appropriate, take such actions as are necessary to correct any such unconstitutional 

or unenforceable provision.  It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Parties to this Agreement that 

this Agreement would have been approved and executed had such an unconstitutional or 

unenforceable provision been excluded therefrom. 

 5.3  Binding Effect:  This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the 

Parties hereto and their respective legal representatives, successors, and assigns. 

 5.4  Assignment: Except as may otherwise be expressly provided herein, no party may assign 

any right, obligation, or liability arising hereunder without the other party's prior written consent.  Any 

such assignment or attempted assignment shall be null and void. 

 5.5  Headings & Duplicate Originals:  Headings in this Agreement are for convenience and 

reference only and shall not be used to interpret or construe its provisions. 

 5.6  Duplicate Originals:  This Agreement shall be executed in duplicate originals, each of 

which shall be deemed an original but all of which together shall constitute one and the same 

instrument. 

 5.7  Governing Law; Exclusive Venue:  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of 

the State of North Carolina.  Exclusive venue for any action, whether at law or in equity, shall be in a 

court of competent jurisdiction in Craven County, North Carolina. 

 5.8  Public Purpose; Fair Market Value:  The Parties agree that the Library’s provided 

services under this Agreement is a valuable service that provides a public benefit for the citizens of 

the Town.  The Parties further agree that the fair market value of said library services is equivalent to 

the Town’s provision of space for the Library in the Town’s former Public Works Building.   
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 IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement in 

duplicate originals, a copy of which is retained by each of the Parties, the day and year first above 

written. 

     TOWN OF RIVER BEND 

 

(Town Seal) 

 

    By:       (SEAL) 

     Mark Bledsoe, Mayor     

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Kristie Nobles, Town Clerk 

 

     RED CABOOSE COMMUNITY LIBRARY, LLC 

 

    By:      (SEAL) 

     

    Printed: _____________________________ 

   

    Title: _______________________________ 

      

 

 

     

 

 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by the Local Government Budget and 

Fiscal Control Act. 

 

            

     Mandy Gilbert, Finance Officer 

     Town of River Bend 

 

    Date: ____________________________________ 

 

 

 
LSS 156194  
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NORTH CAROLINA  

LIBRARY SPACE LEASE AGREEMENT 

CRAVEN COUNTY 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into as of the _______ day of ____________, 20___, by 

and between Town of River Bend (hereinafter “Town”) and Red Caboose Community Library, a 

North Carolina non-profit corporation, (hereinafter “Library”) upon the terms and conditions set 

forth below. 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, on August 10, 2023, the Town and Library entered into an agreement for the 

Town to pay Library for the provision of general library services, as authorized by N.C. Gen. Stat. 

153A-263; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town now has space available in its former Public Works Building, located 

at 115 Wildwood Drive, River Bend, North Carolina, to house the Library’s operations in 

furtherance of the Town and Library’s agreement to render general library services; and 

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to now lease space within its former Public Works Building to 

the Library, and Library wishes to accept said space for its provision of general library services 

pursuant to the Parties prior agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that for valuable consideration, the sufficiency of 

which is expressly acknowledged by the Parties, the Parties agree to the following lease 

agreement’s terms: 
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ARTICLE 1 

Definitions 

 Certain terms having specific definitions are used in this Agreement, and these terms and 

definitions, unless the context clearly indicates to the contrary, are as set forth in this Article.  The 

defined terms appearing in this Article are set forth in the exact capitalized form as they appear 

between the quotation marks.  When the same term is used in this Agreement with the meaning as 

assigned herein, it shall appear in the identical capitalized form.  Otherwise, the terms shall be 

considered in the context of the sentence in which it appears.   

1.1. “Agreement” means and refers to this Library Space Lease Agreement. 

1.2. “Building” means and refers to the physical building located at 115 Wildwood 

Drive, River Bend, North Carolina known as the Town’s former Public Works Building . 

1.3. “Common Areas” means and refers to those areas designated as such in this Lease. 

1.4. “Effective Date” means and refers to the ____ day of  , 20_____.  

1.5. “Leased Premises” means and refers to a portion of the Building as depicted on 

Exhibit A. 

1.6. “Lessee” means and refers to Red Caboose Community Library, a North Carolina 

non-profit corporation. 

1.7.  “Lessor” means and refers to The Town of River Bend, a county government and 

body politic and corporate of the State of North Carolina. 

ARTICLE 2 

Premises 

2.1 Leased Premises. Lessor hereby leases to Lessee and Lessee hereby leases from 

Lessor the Leased Premises described on Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference.  

2.2 Common Areas. Lessee shall have the right to the use, in common with the 

Lessors, all of the Common Areas located in the building comprising the Leased Premises and on 

the land, including but not limited to, the following: 

(a) Building Common Area. Any common access ways, vending/break areas, lobbies 

not included in Leased Premises, entrances, and any passageways thereto, and the 

common pipes, ducts, conduits, wires and appurtenant equipment serving the 

Leased Premises;  

(b) Land Common Area. Any common walkways, sidewalks, parking spaces and 

driveways necessary for access to the Leased Premises and parking areas; and 
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(c) Parking. Any common parking areas. Lessor represents that, to the best of its 

knowledge, the parking area is in compliance with all zoning statutes, regulations 

and ordinances, without variance, applicable to the Lessor, the building or the land 

and pertaining to parking. 

Lessee’s use of the Common Areas is subject to reasonable rules and regulation imposed 

equally by Lessor from time to time and to Lessor’s right to make necessary or appropriate physical 

changes from time to time in the Common Areas, provided that Lessor shall give Lessee at least 

thirty (30) days prior written notice of any new or changed rule or regulation imposed upon the 

use of the Common Areas, or of any such physical changes, and such rights reserved to Lessor 

shall be exercised in a manner that minimizes interference with Lessee’s use and occupancy of the 

Leased Premises and use and enjoyment of the Common Areas. Except for changes, if any, 

required by law from time to time, no changes in the Common Areas shall materially adversely 

affect Lessee’s parking rights or Lessee’s access to or use and enjoyment of the Leased Premises. 

ARTICLE 3 

Term 

3.1 Commencement of Term.  The initial term of this lease shall commence on , 

_________________20___ and shall terminate on the 30th day of June, 2028. The term of this 

Lease Agreement can be renewed for subsequent three-year terms upon consent of both Parties on 

the same terms provided in this Lease Agreement.   

3.2 Termination.  During the initial term or any subsequently renewed term of this 

Lease Agreement, either party, with or without cause, may terminate this Lease Agreement upon 

sixty (60) days’ written notice to the other party.  If either party gives notice of termination, said 

notice will not be considered a breach of this Lease Agreement, and said notice will relieve the 

other party from any future performance under this Lease Agreement.  Upon written notice of 

termination, Lessee’s right of possession of the Leased Premises will terminate sixty (60) days 

from the date of the notice of termination, and Lessee shall deliver the Leased Premises to the 

Lessor on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the notice of termination.        

 

ARTICLE 4 

Rent 

Commencing on the Effective Date and during each year of the term of this Lease, Lessee 

shall be obligated to pay the annual rent for the Leased Premises.  The annual rent shall be payable 

on the first day of each year prior to the start of new annual term.  Rent shall be in the amount of 

One Dollar ($1.00) per annum. 
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ARTICLE 5 

Leasehold Improvements 

5.1 Improvements Constructed by Lessee. If any work is to be performed in 

connection with Tenant improvements on the Premises by Lessee or Lessee’s contractor:  

(a) Such work shall proceed upon (i) Lessor’s express approval of the improvements, (ii) 

Lessor’s written approval of Lessee’s contractor, (iii) delivery to Lessor of certificates of insurance 

prior to commencement of work in the Leased Premises indicating that Lessee’s contractor carries 

public liability and property damage insurance under a comprehensive liability insurance policy 

covering bodily injury in the amounts of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per person and One 

Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence with not less than Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) 

in aggregate or combined single limit coverage and covering property damage in the amount of 

not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000), and (iv) Lessor’s written approval of plans and 

specifications for such work.  

(b) All work shall be done in conformity with a valid building permit when required, a 

copy of which shall be furnished to Lessor before such work is commenced, and in any case, all 

such work shall be performed in a good and workmanlike manner and in compliance with all 

requirements of applicable governmental authorities and of the insurers of the Building. 

Notwithstanding any failure by Lessor to object to any such work, Lessor shall have no 

responsibility for Lessee’s failure to meet all applicable regulations.  

(c) All work by Lessee or Lessee’s contractor shall be scheduled through Lessor or Lessor’s 

designee.  

(d) Lessee or Lessee’s contractor shall arrange for necessary utility and other services with 

Lessor and shall pay such reasonable charges for such services as may be charged by Lessor.  

(e) Lessee’s entry to the premises for any purpose, including without limitation, inspection 

or performance of Lessee’s construction by Lessee’s agents, prior to the Lease commencement 

date shall be subject to all the terms and conditions of the Lease except the payment of Rent. 

Lessee’s entry shall mean entry by Lessee, its officers, contractors, licensees, agents, servants, 

employees, guests, invitees, or visitors.  

(f) Lessee shall promptly reimburse Lessor upon demand for any extra expense incurred 

by the Lessor by reason of faulty work done by Lessee or its contractor, or by reason of any delays 

caused by such work, or by reason of inadequate clean-up.  

(g) Lessee shall indemnify and hold Lessor harmless from any loss, cost or expense, 

including attorneys’ fees and costs, incurred by Lessor as a result of any defects in design, materials 

or workmanship resulting from Lessee’s alterations, additions or improvements to the Leased 

Premises. 
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5.2 Ownership of Improvements. All alterations, additions, improvements and 

fixtures, including without limitation cabinetry, floor coverings, lighting fixtures, ducts, controls, 

heating or cooling, which may be made or installed by either of the parties hereto upon the 

Premises and which in any manner are attached to the floors, walls or ceilings, are the property of 

Lessor when so installed, excepting those trade fixtures of Lessee, and shall remain upon and be 

surrendered with the Premises as a part thereof, without disturbance, molestation or injury. Lessee 

shall not make any changes or alterations, structural or otherwise, to the Premises without Lessor’s 

prior written consent. Lessee shall remove its trade fixtures at the conclusion of this Lease and 

shall repair any damage to the Premises caused by such removal. During the term of this Lease, 

the Lessee shall not remove or damage the above described improvements and fixtures without the 

written consent of the Lessor. 

ARTICLE 6 

Use and Compliance with Laws 

Lessee certifies that it shall use the Leased Premises as a space for the operation of general 

library services, and all activities incident thereto, and for no other purposes whatsoever without 

the written consent of Lessor. Lessee shall not use or permit the Premises to be used in a manner 

offensive or objectionable to the Lessor or other occupants of the Building, or interfere in any way 

with other Lessees or those having business therein.  

ARTICLE 7 

Buildings, Services, Utilities, Maintenance, and Repairs 

7.1 Services and Utilities. Lessee shall have access to the Leased Premises as stated 

in Exhibit A during Building business hours as established by Lessor. Lessee shall be responsible 

for any and all utilities used in the Leased Premises, including but not limited to full electricity, 

heating, gas (if applicable), ventilating and air conditioning and all other utilities and Building 

services necessary for the comfortable use and occupancy of the Leased Premises and the Building 

Common Areas. During hours that are not Building business hours, the Lessor may restrict the 

utilities described in the immediately preceding sentence. Except as otherwise expressly provided 

herein, Lessor shall not be liable for, and Lessee shall not be entitled to, any reduction or abatement 

of Rent on account of any failure on the part of Lessor to deliver the services and utilities provided 

in this Lease.  

7.2 Maintenance, Repair and Replacement. 

(a)  Lessor Responsibilities. All equipment, including but not limited to heating, air 

conditioning, electric, water and plumbing equipment and facilities in the Premises, but 

excluding Lessee’s trade equipment or other Lessee-installed equipment, shall be 

maintained by Lessor. Lessee is prohibited from performing any maintenance or repairs to 

any of the aforesaid equipment and from hiring any contractors or persons to repair the 

same without the prior written approval of Lessor except in the case of emergency. Lessor 
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shall not be required to make any such repairs occasioned by an act or negligence of Lessee, 

its agents, employees, invitees, or licensees, except to the extent that Lessor is reimbursed 

therefore under any policy of insurance permitting waiver of subrogation in advance of 

loss. 

(b)  Lessee Responsibilities. Lessee will be responsible for the following: (i) Lessee 

shall maintain the Premises in a good, neat and clean condition, including but not limited 

to all doors, door frames, windows and tenant improvements, and shall advise Lessor to 

replace all burned out light bulbs and fluorescent tubes as needed. Lessee shall comply 

with all requirements of law, ordinance, health officer, fire marshal or building inspector 

regarding its use of the Premises. Lessee shall permit no waste, damage, or injury to the 

Premises and shall, at its own cost and expense, replace any plate or window glass which 

may become broken in the Premises as a result of Lessee’s actions. At the expiration of the 

tenancy created hereunder, Lessee shall surrender the Premises in good condition, 

reasonable wear and tear, loss by fire or other unavoidable casualty excepted, and shall 

repair any damage caused by removal of any fixtures which it is permitted hereunder to 

remove and shall remove all property from the Premises except that property owned by 

Lessor, leaving the Premises in a clean, neat condition. (ii) Lessee shall keep the Premises 

free and clean from rubbish and trash at all times; shall provide routine maintenance for 

the Premises; and shall store all trash and garbage within the Premises, or in receptacles 

specified by the Lessor. (iii) Lessee shall, in all matters, act in compliance and conformity 

with all Federal, State, and local laws and regulations and in conformity with generally 

accepted health and safety standards. Any and all hazardous medical wastes materials and 

other materials and matter commonly used in the health care industry shall be generated, 

dealt with, handled, stored, and disposed of by Lessee at Lessee sole cost and expense in 

conformity with said Federal, State, and local laws and regulations and in conformity with 

generally accepted health and safety standards, and shall not be disposed of in any respect 

in any area of the property.  

 

7.3 Inspection of Premises and Access. Lessor, at reasonable times with the consent 

of Lessee (excepting emergencies, as to which no consent shall be required), which consent shall 

not be unreasonably withheld, may enter the Leased Premises to complete improvements 

undertaken by Lessor on the Leased Premises or Building, to inspect, clean, maintain or repair the 

same, and for other reasonable purposes. Lessor shall give Lessee at least twenty four (24) hours 

notice prior to any entry into the Leased Premises (excepting emergencies, as to which such notice, 

if any, as is reasonable under the circumstances shall be given, and Lessor’s entry shall be solely 

for the purpose of taking necessary actions to remedy and/or repair the emergency situation), and 

in no event shall Lessor unreasonably interfere with access to or use of the Leased Premises or 

Parking Area by Lessee, its agents, employees or invitees. 
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ARTICLE 8 

Fixtures & Alternations 

8.1 Fixtures. Lessee may install any trade fixtures, equipment, furnishings, furniture 

and other fixtures or removable personal property in the Leased Premises, provided, that the same 

are installed and removed without permanent or structural damage to the Building. All such 

property shall remain Lessee’s property and shall be removed by Lessee upon expiration or 

termination of this Lease. 

8.2 Alterations. Lessee may make non-structural alterations, additions or changes in 

or to the Leased Premises with prior notification to Lessor, provided that the same are approved 

by Lessor. Lessor may require Lessee to remove them upon expiration or termination of this Lease, 

at Lessee’s expense and without damage to the Leased Premises. Lessee shall not make alterations, 

additions or changes to the Leased Premises affecting the structure of the Building without 

Lessor’s prior written consent. Lessee may elect to select its own contractor to perform any such 

work, subject to compliance with all of the provisions of this Lease. 

8.3 Mechanic’s Liens. No person shall be entitled to any lien upon the Leased 

Premises or the Land, in whole or in part, or any interest or estate in any such property, by reason 

of any work, labor, services or material claimed to have been performed or furnished to or for 

Lessee, or otherwise on account of any act or failure to act on the part of Lessee, and Lessee shall 

neither cause nor permit the filing of any such lien. If any such lien claim or notice shall be filed, 

Lessee shall cause the same to be released or provide other satisfactory security to Lessor with 

respect to the same (which may be in the form of a bond, title insurance endorsement or other 

assurance reasonably satisfactory to Lessor) within sixty (60) days; and if not so released or 

secured, Lessor, at its option, may pay up to the full amount of such lien claim to cause its release, 

and such amount, together with interest thereon from the date of payment at a rate of 1.0% per 

month, shall be deemed due and payable by Lessee immediately. Nothing in this Lease shall be 

deemed or construed to constitute consent to or request to any party for the performance of any 

labor or services or the furnishing of any materials for the improvement, alteration or repairing of 

the Leased Premises; nor as giving Lessee the right or authority to contract for, authorize or permit 

the performance of any labor or services or the furnishing of any material that would permit the 

attaching of a valid mechanic’s lien. 
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ARTICLE 9 

Assignment and Subletting 

Lessee shall not assign, mortgage, encumber or otherwise transfer this Lease or its interests 

hereunder, in whole or in part, or sublet the Leased Premises in whole or in part, without the prior 

written consent of Lessor which will not be unreasonably withheld. An assignment shall be deemed 

to have taken place, thus requiring the Lessor’s consent, if the Lessee experiences a change in 

control. In the event Lessor consents to any such transaction, Lessee shall remain fully liable to 

perform all the obligations of Lessee under this Lease, including but not limited to payment of 

Rent. 

ARTICLE 10 

Liability, Insurance, and Indemnification 

10.1  Lessee’s Property and Fixtures. Lessee assumes the risk of damage to any 

furniture, equipment, machinery, goods, supplies or fixtures that are or remain the property of 

Lessee or as to which Lessee retains the right of removal from the Leased Premises. 

10.2  Lessee’s Public Liability Insurance. Lessee shall, at its own cost and expense, 

keep and maintain in full force during the Term, a policy or policies of comprehensive public 

liability insurance, insuring Lessee’s activities in or about the Leased Premises, the Building, and 

Common Areas against loss, damage or liability for personal injury or death of any person or loss 

or damages to property occurring in, upon or about the Leased Premises, the Building, and 

Common Areas in the amounts of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per person and 

not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence, and covering property damage in 

the amount of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000), with not less than Two Million 

Dollars ($2,000,000) in aggregate or combined single limit coverage. Lessor shall be named as 

additional insureds under each such policy of liability insurance maintained by Lessee with respect 

to this Lease.  Any requirement under this Agreement for the Lessee to obtain insurance shall not 

be deemed a waiver on behalf of the Lessor for any governmental immunity Lessor is entitled to 

for any claim in tort liability under North Carolina law, including but not limited to the waiver 

provisions of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-485 or any amendments to that section. 

10.3  Indemnification of Lessor. Lessee shall indemnify and hold harmless Lessor, and 

its officers, principals, directors, members, partners, equity owners, shareholders, employees, 

agents, servants, subtenants, concessionaires, licensees, contractors and invitees (i) from and 

against any and all liability, penalties, losses, damages, costs and expenses, demands, causes of 

action, claims or judgments arising from or growing out of any injury to any person or persons or 

any damage to any property as a result of any occurrence during the Term occasioned in any way 

as a result of the negligence caused by the action or inaction of Lessee or Lessee’s officers, 

principals, directors, members, partners, equity owners, shareholders, employees, agents, servants, 

subtenants, concessionaires, licensees, contractors or invitees occurring in or on the Leased 
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Premises and Common Areas, or arising out of Lessee’s use, occupation or operation of the Leased 

Premises and Common Areas, during the Term, and (ii) from and against all legal costs and 

charges, including attorneys’ fees, incurred in connection with any such matter and the defense of 

any action arising out of the same which may accrue or be placed thereon by reason of any act or 

omission of Lessee, and to protect against such liability Lessor shall maintain during the Term its 

commercial public liability insurance with the Lessor included and an additional insured on such 

insurance policy which shall cover this indemnification in the amounts of not less than One Million 

Dollars ($1,000,000) per person and not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per 

occurrence, and covering property damage in the amount of not less than One Million Dollars 

($1,000,000), with not less than Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) in aggregate or combined single 

limit coverage. 

10.4  Waiver of Subrogation. Any policy or policies of fire, extended coverage, all-risk 

or similar casualty insurance, which either party obtains in connection with the Building or Leased 

Premises, or Lessee’s personal property therein, shall include a clause or endorsement denying the 

insurer any rights of subrogation against the other party to the extent rights have been waived by 

the insured prior to the occurrence of injury or loss. Lessor and Lessee waive any rights of recovery 

against the other for damage or loss due to hazards covered by insurance containing such a waiver 

of subrogation clause or endorsement to the extent of the damage or loss covered thereby. 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Lease, neither party shall be deemed to 

have released or waived any claim against the other for damages to property within the deductible 

amount of such party’s insurance policy. 

10.5  Insurance Certificates. Lessee shall furnish to Lessor a certificate of insurance 

issued by the insurance carrier of each policy of insurance which is required to be carried by Lessee 

pursuant hereto. Said certificate(s) shall expressly provide that such policies shall not be cancelable 

or subject to reduction of coverage or otherwise be subject to modification except after thirty (30) 

days’ prior written notice to the parties named as insureds or to which any such certificate has been 

issued. 

10.6 Lessee’s Insurance. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, 

Lessee may, at its option, satisfy any or all of its obligations to insure with (a) a so-called “blanket” 

policy or policies of insurance, including the applicable coverages as described above with respect 

to the Leased Premises, as well as coverage of other premises and properties of Lessee, or in which 

Lessee has some interest, or (b) an excess or umbrella liability policy or policies of insurance, now 

or hereafter carried and maintained by Lessee; provided, however, that Lessor and any additional 

party named pursuant to the terms of this Lease shall be named as additional insureds thereunder 

as their respective interests may appear, and provided that the coverage afforded Lessor and any 

such additional insureds shall not be reduced or diminished by reason of the use of any such blanket 

or umbrella policy or policies and that all the requirements set forth in this Lease are otherwise 

satisfied. 
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10.7 Lessee’s Contents Insurance.  Lessee shall, at its sole cost and expense, obtain 

and maintain throughout the Term of this Lease, on a full replacement cost basis, “special form” 

insurance covering all of Lessee’s Property located on or within the Premises, and Lessor shall 

have no interest in any proceeds of such policy.  

 

ARTICLE 11 

Damages & Destruction 

11.1 Floodplain.  Parties expressly acknowledge that they are aware the Premises are 

located in a 100-year floodplain and has, on prior occasion, flooded.  Accordingly, the Premises 

may still be susceptible to flooding, and Lessor shall not be liable for any damage to Lessee’s 

Property caused by flooding.  Additionally, it is expressly agreed upon that Lessor shall not be 

required to obtain any type of insurance that would cover said damage, and any such warranties, 

expressed or implied, related to the protection of the Premises from flood damage are expressly 

disclaimed. Any insurance obtained by the Lessor that may cover damage caused by flood waters 

shall only inure to the benefit of the Lessor, and Lessee has no interest in said insurance or any 

claim or payment made therein. Lessee’s insurance coverage required by Section 10.7 of this 

Agreement shall cover damage caused by floodwaters.  

11.2 Lessor’s Repairs.  If either the Leased Premises or Building is damaged or 

destroyed to the extent that Lessor reasonably determines that it cannot, with reasonable diligence, 

be fully repaired or restored by Lessor within one hundred eighty (180) days after the date of such 

damage or destruction, either Lessor or Lessee may terminate this Lease. Lessor shall notify Lessee 

of any such determination in writing, within thirty (30) days after the date of such damage or 

destruction. If Lessor so determines that the Building can be fully repaired or restored within the 

one hundred eighty (180) day period, or if Lessor so determines to the contrary but neither party 

terminates this Lease, then this Lease shall remain in full force and effect and Lessor shall, to the 

extent insurance proceeds are not required to be applied to indebtedness on the Building or land, 

diligently repair or rebuild the Leased Premises and/or Building to return such improvements to 

the condition in which it/they existed immediately prior to such damage or destruction, as soon as 

possible and within the maximum period of one hundred eighty (180) days, if applicable 
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Article 12 

Default 

12.1  Events of Default. Each of the following shall constitute an “Event of Default” on 

the part of Lessee: 

(a) Payment. Failure to pay any installment of Rent or other monies when due and 

payable under this Lease, if such failure continues for a period of thirty (30) days after 

written notice of such failure from Lessor to Lessee; 

(b) Performance. Except as otherwise set forth below, failure of Lessee to perform any 

of Lessee’s non-payment obligations or covenants under this Lease and/or the Parties’ 

Amended and Restated Library Services Agreement; 

(c) Assignment. A general assignment by Lessee for the benefit of creditors. 

(d) Bankruptcy. The filing of a voluntary petition by Lessee seeking the rehabilitation, 

liquidation or reorganization of Lessee under any law relating to bankruptcy, insolvency 

or other relief of debtors, or the filing of an involuntary petition by any of Lessee’s creditors 

seeking any such relief, if not dismissed or otherwise removed within ninety (90) days;  

(e)  Receivership. The appointment of a receiver or other custodian to take possession 

of substantially all of Lessee’s assets or of this leasehold, if not dismissed or otherwise 

removed within ninety (90) days; 

(f)  Dissolution. Entry of a court decree or order directing the winding up or liquidation 

of Lessee or of substantially all of its assets, if not reversed or otherwise removed within 

ninety (90) days; or any action by Lessee toward the dissolution or winding up of its affairs; 

or 

(g) Attachment. Attachment, execution or other judicial seizure of substantially all of 

Lessee’s assets or this leasehold, if not dismissed or otherwise removed within ninety (90) 

days. 

12.2  No Waiver. Each right provided to a party under this Lease shall be cumulative 

and shall be in addition to every other right or remedy existing at law or in equity or by statute or 

otherwise. The exercise or beginning of the exercise by a party of any one or more of the rights or 

remedies provided for in this Lease, or now or hereafter existing at law or in equity or by statute 

or otherwise, shall not constitute a waiver of any other right or remedy provided for in this Lease 

or now or hereafter existing at law in equity or by statute or otherwise. No failure by a party to 

insist upon the strict performance of any term hereof or to exercise any right or remedy consequent 

upon a breach thereof, and no acceptance of full or partial payment by a party during the 

continuance of any such breach, shall constitute a waiver of any such breach or of any such term. 

The waiver by one party of the performance of any covenant, condition or promise shall not 

invalidate this Lease nor shall it be considered a waiver by such party of any other covenant, 
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condition or promise hereunder. The waiver by any party of the time for performing any act shall 

not constitute a waiver of the time for performing any other act or an identical act required to be 

performed at a later time. 

ARTICLE 13 

Rights Reserved by Lessor 

13.1  Lessor shall have the following rights, exercisable without notice and without 

liability to Lessee for damage or injury to property, person or business and without 

affecting an eviction or disturbance of Lessee’s use or possession or giving rise to any 

claim for offset or abatement of rent: 

(a)  To change the name or street address of the Building; 

(b)  To install and maintain signs on the exterior and interior of the Building; 

(c)  To have keys to the Leased Premises; 

(d)  To grant to anyone the exclusive right to conduct any business or render any service 

in the Building; 

(e)  To enter the Leased Premises to make inspections, alterations or additions in or to 

the Leased Premises or the Building or to exhibit the Leased Premises to prospective 

tenants, purchasers or others, at reasonable hours; and at any time in the event of an 

emergency, and to perform any acts related to the safety, protection, preservation, reletting, 

sale or improvement of the Leased Premises or the Building; 

(f)  To approve the weight, size and location of safes and other heavy equipment and 

articles in and about the Leased Premises and the Building and to require all such items to 

be moved in and out of the Building and Leased Premises only at such times and in such 

manner as Lessor shall direct and in all events at Lessee’s sole risk and responsibility;  

(g)  To approve the installation of any equipment, devices, machinery, mechanical 

equipment, electronic equipment or air conditioning equipment involving excessive utility 

consumption inconsistent with the operation of a typical medical office. In the event Lessor 

does provide written approval for the installation of equipment that requires electrical 

service or any other utility service and/or air conditioning in excess of normal 

requirements. 

(h)  At any time, to decorate and to make at its own expense, repairs, alterations, 

additions and improvements, structural or otherwise, in or to the Building or part thereof, 

and any adjacent building, land, street or alley, and during such operations to take into and 

through the Leased Premises or any part of the Building all material required and to close 

or temporarily suspend operation of entrances, doors, corridors, elevators or other facilities. 
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(i)  To enter and make any lawful use of the portions not leased by Lessee as depicted 

on Exhibit A.  

 

ARTICLE 14 

Miscellaneous 

14.1  Quiet Possession. If Lessee shall perform all of the covenants and obligations 

herein provided to be performed by lessee, Lessee shall at all times during the Term have the 

peaceable and quiet enjoyment of possession of the Leased Premises without any manner of 

hindrance from Lessor or any persons lawfully claiming under Lessor.  

14.2  Notices. Any notice required or permitted to be given or served by either party to 

this Lease shall be given in writing, and shall be deemed given on the earliest of (a) the date three 

(3) business days after being deposited in the United States mail, certified or registered, postage 

prepaid, (b) when actually delivered, if delivered personally or by courier, or (c) next business day 

if sent by a reputable overnight courier, or (d) when actually received, if transmitted in writing as 

follows: 

 LESSOR:  Town of River Bend 

    C/o Town Manager  

    45 Shoreline Drive 

    River Bend, N.C. 28562 

 

 LESSEE:  Red Caboose Community Library 

         

         

         

 

14.3  Parties. This Lease and all of the terms and provisions hereof shall inure to the 

benefit of and be binding upon Lessor and Lessee, and their respective heirs, successors, assigns 

and legal representatives.  

14.4  Attorneys’ Fees. In any action or proceeding which Lessor or Lessee may be 

required to prosecute to enforce its respective rights hereunder, the unsuccessful party therein 

agrees to pay all costs incurred by the prevailing party therein, including reasonable attorneys’ 

fees, to be fixed by the court, and said costs and attorneys’ fees shall be made a part of the judgment 

in said action. 

14.5  Captions. The captions appearing in this Lease are inserted only as a matter of 

convenience and in no way define, limit, construe or describe the scope or intent of such sections 

or articles of this Lease nor in any way affect this Lease. 
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14.6  Severability. If any provision of this Lease shall to any extent be held by a court 

of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or unenforceable, the remaining provisions of this 

Lease shall remain in full force and effect and shall in no way be affected, impaired or invalidated. 

14.7  Applicable Law. This Lease, and the rights and obligations of the parties hereto, 

shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the internal laws of the State of North Carolina. 

14.8  Entire Agreement. This Lease sets forth all covenants, promises, agreements, 

conditions and understandings between Lessor and Lessee concerning the Leased Premises, 

Building and Common Areas, and there are no covenants, promises, agreements, conditions or 

understandings, either oral or written, between Lessor and Lessee other than as are herein set forth. 

Except as herein otherwise provided, no subsequent alteration, amendment, change or addition to 

this Lease shall be binding upon Lessor or Lessee unless reduced to writing and signed by Lessor 

and Lessee. 

14.9 Construction. The Language used in this Lease shall be deemed to be the language 

shown by the parties to express their mutual intent, and no rule of construction shall be applied 

against any party. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Lease the day and year 

first above written.  

 

TOWN OF RIVER BEND (LESSOR) 

 

By:       

                 Mark Bledsoe, Mayor  

 

    ATTEST        

 By:       

             Kriste Nobles, Town Clerk     

 

  

 RED CABOOSE COMMUNITY LIBRARY (LESSEE) 

 By:       

 

 Printed:      

 

    Its:_________________    

 

 

LSS No. 156184  
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Exhibit A 

Leased Premises 

 

 

*Note: The Leased Premises are only the portions outlined and 

highlighted in red herein depicted.  

Leased Premises* 
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PROPOSED CONTRACT   

                                                                 

 THIS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 19th day of 

June, 2025 by and between the TOWN OF RIVER BEND, a body politic and corporate of the 

State of North Carolina (“Town”); and K.A. JONES DESIGN & MANAGEMENT  

(“Contractor”). 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the Town desires to employ Contractor for those matters contained in this 

Agreement and Contactor desires to render said services to Town. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the parties as follows:  

 

ARTICLE 1  

Responsibilities of Contractor 

 1.1 During the term of this Agreement, and subject to the conditions and terms 

contained herein, Contractor agrees to provide those services, and other obligations as more fully 

set forth in this agreement and Attachments “A”, “B”, “C”, and “D” thereto.     

 1.2 Contractor shall provide its services hereunder in a timely manner, using that degree 

of care and professionalism as exercised by similar entities providing such services. 

 1.3 Contractor shall, at its own expense, maintain and carry workers’ compensation,  

(if statutorily required), commercial general liability, and automobile liability insurance as 

identified in Attachment “C”. Contractor shall provide the Town with Certificates of Insurance 

before services commence. 

           1.4        Contractor expressly acknowledges that this Agreement is non-exclusive, and that  

Town may retain the same services from other providers if it deems the same necessary.   
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ARTICLE 2 

Responsibilities of Town 

  

           2.1 Town agrees to perform all of its obligations, including compensating Contractor, 

as more particularly set forth in Section 2.5 and Attachments “A” and “B”.  To the extent there is 

any conflict between the provisions of Section 2.5 and any Attachment, Section 2.5 shall control. 

 2.2 Town shall provide reasonable assistance to Contractor in the performance of 

Contractor’s duties contained herein.  

2.3 Invoices submitted to Town by Contractor, for work completed to the Town’s 

satisfaction, shall be due and payable no more than thirty (30) days after date of submission of 

invoice. The Town’s satisfaction, shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

2.4 In no event shall Town be required to compensate Contractor if the project 

contemplated hereunder is not awarded and fully funded by the appropriate governmental agency.   

            2.5      The contract amount of $195.00 per ton as stated in Attachment “B” herein for 

“Routine Leaf and Limb Pickup” shall be effective until the contract expires on June 30, 2028.  

      2.6       For Routine Leaf and Limb Pickup, Contractor shall invoice the Town once per month 

after completion of both zones of town, currently Zone 1 and Zone 2, for every month that service 

is provided. Contractor shall keep load tickets for invoices separated by zone. For Emergency 

Debris Removal, when provided, the Contractor shall invoice the Town on a monthly basis. 

Contractor is responsible for maintaining all supporting documentation such as load tickets, etc. 

which may be necessary to verify billing amounts for any service described herein.   

     2.7      There are two options for debris disposal.       

Option 1- The contractor may dispose of debris at the Coastal Environmental Partnership (CEP) 

facility, located at 7400 Old Highway 70 West, New Bern, NC. If so, the Town will be billed 

directly by CEP and solely responsible for payment of all fees related to debris disposal associated 

with this contract. In this scenario, the contractor will not be involved in the billing/payment of 

tipping fees. The Town will provide the contractor with the necessary CEP identification (ID) 

stickers for disposal. At no time, shall the Town’s ID stickers be used for disposal of debris not 

covered by this contract.     

Option 2- The Contractor may dispose of debris at a facility other than CEP. If so, the town will 

pay a “tipping fee” of $_N/A_ per ton to the Contractor for debris disposal at that facility. The 

Contractor shall be solely responsible for the cost of and for providing weigh tickets to verify the 
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total tonnage of billing. All weigh tickets using this method must originate from a weigh station 

that is calibrated and certified by the State of North Carolina. The contractor shall identify that 

weigh station(s) to the Town and notify the Town prior to using other weigh stations. Under this 

option, in no case, and at no time, shall the Town pay a tipping fee which exceeds the then current 

CEP tipping fee. The Contractor may still choose to utilize Option 2 for their convenience, but the 

tipping fee assessed to the Town shall not exceed the CEP tipping fee.         

 

In either option, the contractor will be responsible for all costs associated with transport of debris 

to the facility. No debris from outside or inside of the Town may be combined with debris collected 

within the Town under the terms of this agreement. The contractor is solely responsible for 

disposing of all collected debris at a disposal site in accordance with all applicable State/Federal 

laws and regulations. Stated more concisely, the Contractor is solely responsible for legally 

disposing of ALL debris associated with this agreement.    

 

ARTICLE 3 

Term 

  The term of this Agreement is for a period starting July 1, 2025 and ending June 

30, 2028 and shall be eligible for an optional three-year renewal, upon agreement of both parties. 

This Agreement may be terminated by either party at any time for cause upon 30 days advance 

written notice. If the Town is the party terminating this Agreement for cause, Contractor shall be 

entitled to no further compensation. Otherwise, either party may terminate this Agreement without 

cause upon 90 days advance written notice. In the event of termination without cause, Contractor 

shall be entitled to compensation for all services provided through the date of termination of the 

contract. Town may terminate performance of work under this Agreement in whole or in part for 

convenience if the Town determines that a termination is in the Town’s interest. 

 

ARTICLE 4 

Independent Contractor 

 In the performance of services hereunder, the Contractor and its agents shall at all times 

act as an independent contractor practicing their profession and not as employees of the Town.  

Contractor and its agents shall not have any claim under this Agreement or otherwise against Town 

for vacation pay, sick leave, retirement benefits, social security, worker’s compensation, disability 

benefits, unemployment insurance benefits, or employee benefits of any other kind. 
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ARTICLE 5 

Indemnification; Limitation of Liability 

 5.1 To the extent allowed by law, each party shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless 

the other party from and against claims, damages, losses and expenses resulting from the negligent 

acts or omissions of malfeasance of the indemnifying party under this Agreement.  The obligation 

of indemnity hereunder shall not include special, indirect, incidental or consequential damages, 

including but not limited to, loss of profits or revenue, loss of use of the equipment or any 

associated equipment, cost of capital, cost of substitute equipment, facilities or services, downtime 

costs, delays or claims of customers or third parties for any damages, however caused, whether 

based on warranty, agreement, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise and whether or not a 

party is advised of the possibility of such damages, and if this Agreement is governed by or 

interpreted in accordance with the laws of a jurisdiction that does not allow the exclusion or 

limitation of special, indirect, incidental or consequential damages so that the foregoing limitation  

or exclusion does not apply, then such limitation or exclusion shall apply to the fullest extent 

allowable under applicable law. 

5.2 Notwithstanding anything herein, in no event shall a party be liable, under any 

circumstances, for special, indirect, incidental or consequential damages, whether in warranty, 

agreement, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise and whether or not a party is advised of 

the possibility of such damages, including, but not limited to loss of profits or revenue, loss of use 

of the equipment or any associated equipment, cost of capital, cost of substitute equipment, 

facilities or services, downtime costs, delays, and claims of customers or other third parties for any 

damages, and if this Agreement is governed by or interpreted in accordance with the laws of a 

jurisdiction that does not allow the exclusion or limitation of special, indirect, incident or 

consequential damages so that the foregoing limitation or exclusion does not apply, then such 

limitation or exclusion shall apply to the fullest extent allowable under applicable law.  

Notwithstanding anything herein, each party's aggregate liability for any and all claims whether in 

agreement, warranty, tort, negligence, strict liability, or any otherwise for any loss or damages 

arising out of, connected with, or resulting from this Agreement or the performance or breach 

thereof, or from the design, manufacture, sale, delivery, resale, repair, replacement, installation, 

technical direction of installation, inspection, operation or use of any equipment covered by or 

furnished under this Agreement, or from any services rendered in connection therewith or related 

to the subject matter hereof, shall in no case exceed the contract price of this Agreement. 
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ARTICLE 6 

Force Majeure 

6.1 Contractor shall neither be liable for loss, damages, detention or delay nor be 

deemed to be in default for failure to perform when prevented from doing so by causes beyond its 

reasonable control including but not limited to acts of war (declared or undeclared) or terrorism, 

acts of God, fire, strike, labor difficulties, acts or omissions of any governmental authority, 

including the Town, compliance with government regulations, insurrection or riot, embargo, 

delays or shortages in transportation or inability to obtain necessary labor, materials, or 

manufacturing facilities from usual sources or from defects or delays in the performance of its 

suppliers or subcontractors due to any of the foregoing enumerated causes.  In the event of delay 

due to any such cause, the date of delivery or installation will be extended by a period equal to the 

delay plus a reasonable time to resume delivery or installation. 

 

ARTICLE 7 

Miscellaneous 

 7.1  Entire Agreement; Modification:  This Agreement (including all exhibits and schedules 

attached hereto), contain all of the terms and conditions agreed to by the Parties, and no other contract, 

document or agreement, oral or otherwise, regarding the subject matter of this Agreement shall be 

deemed to exist or to bind any Party hereto or to vary any of the terms contained in this Agreement.  

This Agreement supersedes all prior agreements and understandings between the parties hereto 

relating to the subject matter hereof. 

 7.2  Severability:  If any of the provisions of this Agreement shall be held by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or unenforceable, the decision of such court shall not 

affect or impair any of the remaining provisions of this Agreement, and the Parties shall, to the extent 

they deem to be appropriate, take such actions as are necessary to correct any such unconstitutional 

or unenforceable provision.  It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Parties to this Agreement that 

this Agreement would have been approved and executed had such an unconstitutional or 

unenforceable provision been excluded therefrom. 

 7.3  Binding Effect:  This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the 

Parties hereto and their respective legal representatives, successors, and assigns. 
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7.4  Assignment: Except as may otherwise be expressly provided herein, no party may assign 

any right, obligation, or liability arising hereunder without the other party's prior written consent.  Any 

such assignment or attempted assignment shall be null and void. 

7.5  Headings:  Headings in this Agreement are for convenience and reference only and shall 

not be used to interpret or construe its provisions. 

7.6  Duplicate Originals:  This Agreement shall be executed in duplicate originals, each of 

which shall be deemed an original but all of which together shall constitute one and the same 

instrument. 

7.7   Notices and Communications: Notices or communications required  or  permitted 

to be given under this Agreement shall be given to the respective parties by hand or by registered 

or certified mail or nationally recognized courier service (said notice being deemed given as of 

the date of receipt) at the following addresses: 

For Town: 

Delane Jackson, Town Manager 

45 Shoreline Dr. 

River Bend, NC  28562 
Telephone:  252-638-3870 

For Contractor: 

Keven Jones DBA K.A. Jones Design & Management 

PO Box 511 

Maysville, NC 28555    

Telephone: ______________________  

Any party may change the address for such notice by giving written notice of such 

change of address to the other parties. 

7.8  Governing Law and Venue. It is the intention of the parties hereto that this 

Agreement and the performance hereunder and all suits and special proceedings hereunder be 

construed in accordance with and under and pursuant to the laws of the State of North Carolina 

and that in any action, special proceeding or other proceeding that may be brought arising out 

of, in connection with, or by reason of this Agreement shall be brought in Craven County, North 

Carolina. 

7.9 Non-Waiver. The failure or delay of any party to enforce or pursue any right or 
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remedy existing pursuant to this Agreement shall not be deemed a waiver of such right or remedy 

and shall not limit such party’s ability to pursue or enforce such right or remedy or any future 

right or remedy. 

7.10 E-verify. Contractor will comply with the requirements of Article 2 of Chapter 64 

of the North Carolina General Statutes, to the extent applicable.  Contractor shall verify, by 

affidavit, compliance of the terms of this section upon request by Town. 

7.11 Iran Divestment. Contractor certifies that it is not listed on the Final Divestment 

List. The Final Divestment List can be found on the State Treasurer’s website at the address 

www.nctreasurer.com/Iran and should be updated every 180 days. 

7.12 Israel Boycott. Contractor certifies that it has not been designated by the North 

Carolina State Treasurer as engaged in the boycott of Israel pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 147-

86.81. It is the responsibility of Contractor to monitor compliance with this certification. 

ARTICLE 8 

Amendment  

                     8.1 Intentionally left blank for future amendments, if needed.  

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement in duplicate 

originals, a copy of which is retained by each of the parties, the day and year first above written. 

      

TOWN OF RIVER BEND                                             Name of Contractor                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

By:                           ______________________________   

 Mark Bledsoe              Keven Jones           

Mayor                          Owner      

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Kristie Nobles 

Town Clerk 

 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by the Local Government Budget 

and Fiscal Control Act. 

 

By:  _______________________________                                                

 Amanda Gilbert,                                Date 

 Finance Officer 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 A - Emergency Scope of Services to be Provided 

            B -  Routine Scope of Services to be Provided     

 C - Insurance Requirements 

 D - Emergency Equipment Requirements  
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 

EMERGENCY DEBRIS REMOVAL 

 

 When notified to do so by the Town Manager or his designee, the Contractor agrees to 

provide service to the Town after a storm event that may require removal of trees and other debris 

from the Town. Contractor shall provide only those services as specifically directed by the Town.  

Contractor shall provide sufficient equipment and labor, and shall remove a minimum of twelve 

(12) tons of debris per day. The Town Manager shall determine if the service is needed, and to 

what extent, and shall certify the tonnage removed by weigh tickets submitted by Contractor or by 

other mutually agreed upon measurement options, such as cubic yards. Contractor agrees to begin 

this service within forty-eight (48) hours of being directed to provide said service (unless directed 

otherwise to delay commencement by the Town Manager) and to remain working in the Town 

continuously, including weekends if directed by Town Manager, until the clean-up is complete as 

determined by the Town Manager. During an emergency debris removal event, the Town’s rules 

for placement and size of material collected may be suspended and/or modified.     

 

 The contractor shall dispose of debris in accordance with Section 2.7 herein. Each vehicle 

used for hauling emergency debris under this contract shall be clearly identified and numbered by 

the Contractor. Such numbering shall remain consistent throughout the term of the project. During 

the term of this contract, the Contractor shall not use any equipment or personnel designated for 

emergency debris removal during a town project, for any similar activities within the Town of 

River Bend unless specifically authorized by the Town Manager. For example, Contractor cannot 

provide emergency debris clean-up/removal services for hire to the general public with equipment 

designated for the town’s project, while working for the Town without preapproval from the Town 

Manager.                              

                                                                                          

 

As needed, this service shall be provided to the Town at the rate of $195.00 per ton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________                                                                                                ____________ 

Initial (Town)                                                                                                      Initial (Contractor)     
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ATTACHMENT B 

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES  

 

ROUTINE LEAF AND LIMB PICK-UP 

 

 Contractor shall provide loading equipment, personnel and vehicles necessary to pick-up 

leaf and limbs as defined by Town Ordinance and transport such to a disposal site. The contractor 

shall dispose of debris at a facility and will be paid the per ton “tipping fee” in accordance with 

Section 2.7 herein. The contractor is solely responsible for disposing of all collected debris at a 

disposal site in accordance with all applicable State/Federal laws and regulations. As a condition 

of this agreement, contractor shall utilize a leaf vacuum to provide for the final collection of  leaves 

from the roadside/curbside (final is defined as the layer of leaves/debris which are in contact with 

the ground at the bottom of the debris pile), or provide a method that will provide similar results 

as those associated with using a leaf vacuum. For consistency, the Contractor is expected to 

develop a routine pick-up route for each Zone and make every effort to follow said route for each 

pick-up. Due to unusual events, the pick-up route may be assigned/modified by the Town Manager 

or his designee. These pick-ups shall be conducted on a regular schedule, which schedule shall be 

provided to the Contractor at the beginning of each fiscal year (fiscal year is defined as July 1-

June 30) that this Agreement is in effect. The contractor is required to make at least one pass 

through (i.e. travel down) and provide pick-up service on every street at least once per scheduled 

pick-up. As a matter of convenience or necessity to the contractor, the contractor may, at his 

discretion, provide more than one pass on a street. However, the contractor is not required, as a 

condition of this contract, to re-visit streets and/or provide pick-up of materials that were not placed 

by the street for collection in accordance with the pick-up rules/schedule, as published by the town. 

Contractor shall provide a daily progress report, on a form provided by the Town, to the Public 

Works Director, while the Contractor is in Town providing the contracted services. The Contractor 

shall mark debris, using flags, provided by the Town, which is noncompliant with the Town’s Leaf 

and Limb regulations and therefore will not be collected by the Contractor. This type of debris will 

also be noted on the daily progress report. Excluding extreme weather delays or written advance 

approval from the Town Manager or his designee, Contractor shall be assessed a late fee of $1,000 

for each zone and each month wherein the scheduled start times are not followed. For example, if 

Zone 1 is not started on time, but Zone 2 is started on time, the contractor will be assessed a late 

fee of $1,000. If both zones are not started on time, the contractor will be assessed a late fee of 

$2,000. Late fees will be deducted from subsequent Contractor’s invoices until paid in full. The 

Contractor must provide sufficient equipment and labor, and remove a minimum of five (5) tons 

of leaf and limb per day, provided that volume of material exists. Contractor shall follow the 

requirements of the Town’s ordinances, rules and regulations that may affect the services provided 

hereunder.  

 

            

This service shall be provided to the Town at the rate of $195 per ton.  

  

 

 

 

 

______________                                                                                                ____________ 

Initial (Town)                                                                                                      Initial (Contractor)     
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ATTACHMENT C 

                                                                                                                                                   

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

 Contractor shall maintain insurance in the kind and amounts set forth below during the 

term of this Agreement.  All such insurance coverage shall name the Town as an additional insured, 

and shall provide that the coverage shall not be changed or cancelled without thirty (30) days 

advance written notice to the Town.  Prior to performance hereunder, Contractor shall furnish to 

the Town, certificates of insurance, in a form satisfactory to Town’s legal counsel, evidencing such 

insurance.  The kind and amounts of insurance are as follows: 

 

1. Worker’s compensation insurance in an amount equal to the statutory minimum. 

 

2. General liability insurance, including personal injuries, in an amount of not less than 

$1,000,000 per person/$1,000,000 per occurrence. 

 

3. Automobile liability insurance coverage for all owned as well as non-owned and hired 

motor vehicles in limits of not less than a bodily injury liability of $1,000,000 per 

person/$1,000,000 per occurrence, and property damage liability of not less than 

$1,000,000. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________                                                                                                ____________ 

Initial (Town)                                                                                                      Initial (Contractor)     
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ATTACHMENT D 

                                                                                                                                                   

 

Equipment available to be used, shall be at a minimum as follows, but may be increased at 

Contractors discretion to expedite the process:   

 

 

Routine Operations  

 

 

1- Dump trailer with vacuum  

1- Dump trailer 

1- Excavator 

2- Trucks   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________                                                                                                ____________ 

Initial (Town)                                                                                                      Initial (Contractor)    
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