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The January issue of Governing magazine included 

an article entitled “Missing Mayberry.” The article 

specifi cally looks at North Carolina and addressed the 

change that has taken place as the State has moved 

from being a rural state to an urban state. It looks at the 

larger metropolitan areas of Charlotte, Raleigh, Dur-

ham and Chapel Hill and considers the issues that they 

are facing, particularly with zoning codes.

The article points out that Wilmington in 1850 was 

the largest city in the State with a population of 7,000. After the Civil War, the cit-

ies of Raleigh, Durham, Greensboro, Winston Salem and Ashville emerged. The 

article states: “But in the past generation, and especially in the past decade, North 

Carolina’s image as an old fashioned small-town state has been increasingly dif-

fi cult to maintain.”

How does this change impact River Bend?

River Bend will never be a Charlotte or a Raleigh but River Bend exists as part 

of the Craven County Metropolitan 

Area and it exists next to the City of 

New Bern. Within the last year the Fed-

eral Department of Transportation has 

recognized this area as a metropolitan 

planning area for the purpose of trans-

portation planning. This designation is 

conferred because of the present popula-

tion and the trend in population growth. 

The Town of River Bend has a seat on the Metropolitan Planning Board.

New Bern is growing and will continue to grow. I have lived in River Bend for 

twenty years, and others who have lived here that long will agree that the New Bern 

Looking at the Future 
of North Carolina and 
of River Bend
BY MAYOR JOHN KIRKLAND

INSIDE THIS EDITION

MAYOR’S REPORT
PAGE 1

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
PAGE 3

WRD/PW REPORT
PAGE 4

COMING EVENTS
PAGE 5

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
PAGE 6

LEAF & LIMB SCHEDULE
PAGE 6

ETCETERA
PAGE 7

“New Bern is growing and 
will continue to grow. I 
have lived in River Bend for 
twenty years, and others 
who have lived here that 
long will agree that the 
New Bern area is quite 
different than it was in 
1999. Most of the change in 
the area has been positive.”
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area is quite different than it was in 1999. Most of the change in the area has been 

positive. 

River Bend will continue to be a “bedroom community” to the larger New Bern. 

Our Town is very attractive and will continue to be attractive and grow if we under-

stand and adapt to the changes that drive the growth of this area. The Town Council 

and Town’s staff have continued to evaluate the changing regional environment 

and have adjusted the Town’s planning 

to positively approach change.

The planning efforts of the Craven 

County municipalities collectively con-

tribute to the “quality of life” that area 

residents enjoy. A prospective indus-

try locating to a community or a home 

buyer looking for a new home will con-

sider the quality of life as an important 

element in making the relocation or pur-

chase decision. This quality of life characteristic is more important now than it was 

in past decades.

The Governing author continued, “So many things are happening all at once in 

North Carolina. And most residents, if somewhat bewildered, seem to be accepting 

them.”

The article quoted ends by stating, 

“For many people in North Carolina and 

elsewhere, Mayberry will remain a nice 

place to think about. But it exists only 

in reruns.”

I wrote this article on December 

22. Verifi cation that change is a fact in 

North Carolina came in the recent News and Observer headline, “N.C. hits a mile-

stone: 10 million people.”

We in River Bend need to be accepting of change and understand that if we are 

not moving with the changing times, the Town will certainly be in decline. This 

same statement is true of the State and the Nation and every municipality large and 

small. 

“River Bend will continue to 
be a “bedroom community” 
to the larger New Bern. 
Our Town is very attractive 
and will continue to be 
attractive and grow if we 
understand and adapt to 
the changes that drive the 
growth of this area.”

“The article quoted ends by 
stating, “For many people 
in North Carolina and 
elsewhere, Mayberry will 
remain a nice place to think 
about. But it exists only in 
reruns.”
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Budget season has offi cially begun in River Bend. The 

Town Council met for a budget retreat on January 21st 

to set the budget priorities for fi scal year 2016-17 and 

to generally discuss budget issues/projects for the next 

budget. The Council adopted the following budget 

 priorities:

1. Provide a safe, dynamic, and attractive 

community for people of all ages, and continue 

to address the changing demographic composition of the Town. 

2. Provide safe drinking water and quality treatment of wastewater 

through maintenance of the current systems and continued prudent fi s-

cal management of the utilities. 

3. Continued to operate wastewater treatment facilities to maintain regu-

latory compliance and serve the current and future needs of the Town. 

4. Continue to work with advisory boards as a means to encourage citizen 

participation in Town government.

5. Continue to be good stewards of the natural environment through 

planned stormwater and fl oodplain management efforts. 

6. Continue to cooperate regionally and with other municipalities and, 

where appropriate, share ideas and resources. 

7. Maintain a commitment to the Council-Manager form of government, 

and to support an adequate and well-trained staff to serve the current 

and future needs of the community. 

8. Continue to employ sound fi scal management practices to ensure the 

long-term fi nancial viability of the Town.

9. Maintain a visionary posture, acknowledging that change is inevitable. 

10. Continue to conduct the business of the Town with complete transpar-

ency and integrity. 

As the fi rst budget workshop approaches, the staff is busy documenting needs 

and gathering information in order to present to the Town Council recommenda-

tions regarding the fi scal year 2016-17 budget. The approach used by the Town is 

truly an open and transparent process  involving advisory boards, citizens, staff, and 

 elected offi cials. Our goal is to present the best information available to the Town 

Council regarding the operation of the Town and its water and sewer enterprises 

as they make decisions regarding the upcoming fi scal year. We get our direction 

from the Council during the budget retreat and heed this direction as a draft budget 

TOWN MANAGER’S 
REPORT
BY TOWN MANAGER DELANE JACKSON
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is prepared. While this process is laborious, and involves upwards of 16 hours of 

public meetings, it is one that produces a workable and informed budget to guide 

the Town through the next year. 

With one eye on our budget, we are 

keeping another on the work of the state 

legislature. We, along with representa-

tives from the North Carolina League of 

Municipalities, remain in contact with 

our  elected leaders in Raleigh to advo-

cate for the interest of local government 

throughout the state. Our concerns, fi -

nancially, revolve around changes to 

sale tax formulas that could impact the 

revenue we receive, and changes to the 

Powell Bill formula which could affect the amount of money we receive for street 

maintenance. These, and other, state collected local revenue sources, are important 

to the operation of our community and we will continue to work with state leaders 

to ensure they  remain intact.  

Hopefully, everyone had a great Christmas. It is a won-

derful time of year. The CAC, along with assistance 

from Public Works, installed Christmas decorations. 

I hope everyone enjoyed seeing them around Town. 

This month Public Works staff cleaned up the falling 

leaves down the Plantation median as discussed at the 

Council meeting back in November. One storm water 

catch basin was in need of repair. The area around the 

catch basin was sinking due to a faulty seam around 

the pipe where it entered the concrete catch basin. This seam was repaired with 

hydraulic cement, and the area that was sinking in was fi lled back in with soil.

Water Resources staff had to relocate one water service line away from a tree. 

The tree roots made it impossible to install a water meter at that location, and the 

simplest solution was to relocate the line and meter box. We also fi nished cleaning 

the sewer system for the year. As a reminder, we have to clean a minimum of 10 

percent of the system yearly to comply with our NPDES permit. Generally, we clean 

around 15-20 percent of the system per year. Also, we visually inspect manholes 

WRD/PW 
DECEMBER REPORT
BY BRANDON MILLS
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

“With one eye on our 
budget, we are keeping 
another on the work of 
the state legislature. We, 
along with representatives 
from the North Carolina 
League of Municipalities, 
remain in contact with our 
elected leaders in Raleigh 
to advocate for the interest 
of local government 
throughout the state.”
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during the cleaning process to make sure they are not a source for infl ow/ infi ltration. 

Any problems that are found are noted and corrected as soon as possible.

If you have any questions about the Water Resources/Public Works  Department, 

please call us at 638-3540,  Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  After-hours 

water and sewer emergencies can be reported by dialing Town Hall at  638-3870. 

You will be instructed to then dial “9” and follow the directions to contact the on-

call duty operator. You will be asked to enter your phone  number at the sound of the 

tone. After entering your phone number, the automated system will  inform you that 

your page has been sent. Please, be patient and our utility operator will return your 

call. If you do not receive a call back within ten minutes, please notify the Police 

Department at 638-1108.  

Council Meeting 
February 18

7:00 p.m.
Town Hall

Council Work Session 
February 11

7:00 p.m.
Town Hall

Gardening Roundtable
Tuesday, February 16

6:30 p.m.
Town Hall

presented by
River Bend

Community Organic Garden

Red Caboose Library
Annual Membership Drive

January – February 29
For more details, visit
www.riverbendnc.org
Special Events Page



NEWS FROM TOWN HALL – FEBRUARY  2016     PAGE  6

Pinecones, pine straw and 

leaves must be bagged. For 

additional important informa-

tion about River Bend’s Leaf 

& Limb collection program, 

please see our  Ordinance online 

at www.riverbendnc.org.   
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Town Council 
2016 Meeting Dates

Work Session  ................................January 14

Council Retreat  .............................January 21

Regular Meeting  ............................January 21

Work Session  ..............................February 11

Regular Meeting  ..........................February 18

Budget Meeting ..................................March 8

Work Session ...................................March 10

Budget Meeting ................................March 15

Regular Meeting  ..............................March 17

Budget Meeting ................................March 22

Budget Meeting ................................March 29

Budget Meeting ....................................April 5

Budget Meeting ..................................April 12

Work Session .....................................April 14 

Budget Meeting ..................................April 19

Regular Meeting  ................................April 21

Council Retreat .....................................May 3

Work Session ......................................May 12

Regular Meeting  .................................May 19

Work Session ........................................ June 9

Regular Meeting  ................................. June 16

Work Session .......................................July 14

Regular Meeting  ..................................July 24

Council Retreat .................................August 2

Work Session ..................................August 11

Regular Meeting  .............................August 18

Work Session .............................. September 8

Regular Meeting  ....................... September 15

Work Session  ............................... October 13

Regular Meeting  ........................... October 20

Council Retreat ........................... November 1

Work Session ............................ November 10

Regular Meeting  ....................... November 17

Work Session ...............................December 8

Regular Meeting  ........................December 15

All Council Work Sessions and Regular Meetings will be 

held in the River Bend Town Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

All Council Retreats will be held at the Offi ces of Sum-

rell, Sugg, Carmichael, Hicks and Hart, PA, 416 Pollock 

Street, New Bern, NC beginning at 5:00 p.m. All Council 

Budget Sessions will be held in the River Bend Town Hall 

beginning at 4:00 p.m.  **3:00 PM at Town Hall.

*Green type indicates a completed leaf & limb collection

Leaf & Limb 
Collection 
Schedule for 
2015-2016 

Residents may begin 

placing their yard debris 

street side on the dates 

indicated in parentheses

Zone 1 Pick Up Begins

July 13, 2015  

July 8, 2014

September 8, 2015 

September 3, 2015

November 2, 2015 

October 28, 2015

January 11, 2016 

(includes Christmas trees)

January 6, 2016

March 14, 2016

March 9, 2016

May 9, 2016

May 4, 2016 

Zone 2 Pick Up Begins

July 20, 2015

July 15, 2015

September 21, 2015 

September 16, 2015

November 9, 2015

November 4, 2015

January 19, 2016

(includes Christmas trees)

January 13, 2016

March 16, 2016

March 11, 2016

May 16, 2016

May 11, 2016

**
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etc.
Town ordinances allow for residents to drive their 
properly equipped golf carts on River Bend streets 
provided that they are inspected by and registered 
with our Police Depart ment. If you plan to drive 
your golf cart on the roadways, you must display the 
2016 registration decal. 
Inspection and registration are  required annually. 
The registration fee for each golf cart is $10. 
For  additional information and to make your 
 inspection reservation, please call the River Bend 
 Police  Department at 638-1108.

Registration is 
 Required for all 
Dogs and Cats

River Bend Animal Registrations for 2016 are due 
by March 31, 2016. All River Bend dogs and cats 
must be registered annually.

Offi ce hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. 
through 4:00 p.m. Registration is $10.00 per pet.  
Owners must present proof of rabies vaccination at 
the time of registration.

The Town of River Bend is now offering  residents 
the opportunity to link a digital photo of their 
 registered pets to our Animal Registration data-
base. When you register your pet this year, you may 
 submit a photo by e-mail, or staff can scan a photo 
for you if you prefer. This photo database will help 
reunite lost pets with their owners more quickly in 
the event a pet becomes lost.

The service is voluntary and free of charge.Pet I. D. Photos
Now Available

River Bend dogs have their own exercise area where 
they can play with other canines. Situated between 
the Town Park and Ritter Field, the dog park gives 
dogs a chance to run while their owners socialize. 

The park is open from sunrise to sunset for dogs 
with proof of current vaccinations. Separate exer-
cise areas  accommodate large and small dogs. 

For complete list of rules  applicable to dog park use, 
please visit Town Hall for a brochure or view details 
on our web site at www.riverbendnc.org. Dog park 
rules are also  posted at the entrance to the park.

TOWN OF RIVER BEND

2016 Golf Cart Registration

101
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etc.
continued

River Bend has a skateboard park to meet the needs 
of some of our more athletic residents. 

A signed parental approval form is required and hel-
met use is strictly enforced. For more information 
about the skateboard park, visit our web site or call 
the River Bend Police Department at 638-1108.

If you have a medical condition for which you  require 
any type of special medical care during a  dis aster 
or if your medical condition requires assistance to 
evacuate during a disaster, you may wish to apply 
to Craven County for their Special Needs Registry. 
The River Bend Police Department can provide you 
with the appropriate form and provide some basic 
information about the County’s program.

River Bend has a functional Community Emergen-
cy Response Team (CERT). For more information 
about this group, or to volunteer, please contact the 
CERT liaison, Police Offi cer Brandon Rohrs and/or 
visit our web site.

THIS AREA

OBSERVED BY

COMMUNITY WATCH

CITIZENS

RIVER BEND POLICE DEPARTMENT

638-1108

River Bend has a very active Community Watch 
program, supported by our Police  Department. If 
you are interested in volunteering, call the River 
Bend Police Department at 638-3870.

Sign up for our

Emergency Notifi cation System
and receive timely notifi cations by phone, e-mail, text messages and more.

this service provided by the Town of River Bend through

Blackboard 
      connect

SIGN UP NOW
at riverbendnc.org
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etc.
continued

Our Wildwood Storage Facility offers a variety of 
 indoor and outdoor storage areas to meet all of your 
storage needs, including parking spaces for RVs and 
boats. For more information, call 638-3870, ext 216.
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101
2010

Wild

Storage
Wood

INTERESTED IN
NATURAL GAS?

As Piedmont Natural Gas plans expansion of their 

 system, they take into account requests for new cus-

tomer  service. If you are interested in Natural Gas 

Service, let them know you want their service. Like 

any other business, they need to invest where there is 

a higher likelihood of some  return on the investment. 

You can express your interest by calling Piedmont’s 

customer service number and telling them your ad-

dress and telling them that you would like  Piedmont 

Natural Gas to serve River Bend. � e number to call is: 

1-800-752-7504.  

The Arbor Day Foundation  awarded the Town of 
River Bend the Tree City USA  designation for a 
sixth consecutive year. River Bend is one of only 
76  communities in North Carolina to achieve this 
 designation. To learn more about Tree City USA, 
visit our web site.

In accordance with the Town of River Bend Code of 
Ordinances, § 13.01.006, “Regulation of Solicitors,” 
the Town is currently updating its lists of residents 
who would like to receive solicitations at their door. 

Door-to-door solicitation will be permitted only at 
those addresses on the list. To add your name to the 
list of those wishing to  receive solicitors please call 
the Town Clerk at 638-3870, ext. 202 or e-mail her 
at townclerk@riverbendnc.org. Residents who do 
not wish to receive solicitors need do nothing.Solicitation List 

Update


